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Arguably, the engagement and participation in political discussions with my parents and other family members have played significant roles in my political socialization process and consequent civic duties engagement. Observably, through these discussions, I have learned the fundamental skills concerning the everyday politics of life. Generally, my family has been my major component representing my political discussion partners. Evidence drawn from previous research works has indicated a generational transfer of political knowledge and attitudes from parents to their children (Jennings, 2007; Bloemraad & Trost, 2008); I concur with these findings considering the level of my parent's involvement in my orientation. 
Arguably, the level of parental involvement in their children's orientation in politics through open political discussions determines the level of their intentions to engage in civic processes such as voting, among others. Against this understanding, it is essential to note that my parents have played active roles in the local government since my birth. Admittedly, engaging in political discussions with parents and other family members plays a significant role in political socialization since the children are enlightened on basic and necessary democratic skills that would influence their engagement in the civic processes. 
As observed by Gundelach & Levinsen (2011), I believe that my constant engagement in these discussions with my parents has played key roles in my current participation in other forms of political activities. Moreover, from these discussions, I have been able to develop relevant civic competencies. McIntosh et al. (2007) observed that most young people who engaged more often with their parents, peers, and friends in open political discussions tended to score higher on measures of civic behavior compared to the others. Also, these discussions have been found to contribute significantly to the development of attitudes and skills among young people, hypothesizing that family and friends provide direct political stimulation. 
Most of my family discussions revolve around current controversial political issues, sometimes touching on preferences for political party affiliation. I think these discussions have continued to shape my attitudes and skills as far as civic engagement is concerned. Based on previous research on the topic by Quintellier (2011), which observed that open political discussions enhanced voluntary engagement in political participation. Through peer discussions result in more positive effects on civic engagement, family discussions have as well been found to have similar effects among the youth. My attitude has been positively reinforced by my parents through these discussions; in essence, through these discussions, my political views have been drawn closer, hence the engagement in civic activities.
Family discussions present a joint session where we continue to exchange our views regarding the political happenings, consequently arriving at new insights while listening to the other’s political views and opinions. In my engagement in civil activities, I have gained a lot from these discussions since they usually involve the exchange of ideological views. As a deliberative democrat, in case of a disagreement during these discussions, I usually listen to the opinions from others and adjust my views efficiently to arrive at a participatory and deliberative point of view. Cognitive of the fact politics is usually given little attention by the youth, family discussion of these topics is sure to result in positive effects of the civil behavior, attitudes, and skills of the youths. 
 As a politically active youth, I can point to my parents as the main actors in the natural social arena for discussing prevailing social issues alongside politics. Levinsen & Yndigegn argued that youths lacking the social arena to discuss political issues usually find themselves lost as far as politics is concerned and are consequently unable to develop their own political identities. 
Due to active discussions with my family, I give them credit for the positive enhancement of my political thinking. Usually, I find these discussions enjoyable and enriching since, on most occasions, they are based on mutual respect and the consequent value of family ties. Initially, although I did not agree with them on most of their views, my mother particularly played active roles in pushing me to do things I did not think of initially and try to align my opinions with hers. In a sense, I believe this has led to the development of my own foundation on which I anchor most of my political opinions. 
Generally, in my view, parents have the ability to influence the political socialization of their young children positively, especially through political discussions at home. Considering the stronger emotional family ties in a family, I believe political discussions can take place within families' contexts to influence the subsequent involvement in public political activities among young people. Against this understanding, I think, as a future parent, I have a duty and responsibility to positively reinforce my children's civic behavior through open and friendly family discussions (Quintellier, 2015). I would provide them with the natural arena that I have now to freely discuss what they think of the political atmosphere, among other issues. 
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