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Virtually all societies experience crime or the risks of experiencing crime, violence and even victimization (Muncie & McLaughlin, 2001). Risk factors such as high volatile neighbourhoods, situations of extreme poverty and gang wars may contribute significantly to the commission of crimes in an area. Believably, these factors may aggravate the occurrences of sexual assault in public spaces, a significant increase in the levels of crime and insecurity. In this sense, all stakeholders in any particular society must therefore strive to ensure the safety and security of their citizens and to consequently enhance the quality of their lives. Admittedly, this can only be achieved through the implementation of evidence-based interventions to address the risks of crime commission in a society. 
Ideally, governments can make their communities safer by using practical and concrete approaches that are arguably different from the traditional deterrent and repressive responses to mitigating risks of committing crimes (Eck, 2017). For this reason, it is important to note that crime prevention strategies particularly revolve around the implementation of standards that promote the adherence to the rule of law and the enhancement of a culture of lawfulness through the use of integrated crime prevention approaches that are typically based on the diagnosis of problems that involve various stakeholders while considering the relevance of factors such as housing, education, and health. In a sense, it is believed that the provision of these factors can help in the primary prevention of recidivism. 



In Newark, most crimes are committed in the absence of a guardian. Observably, assaults are situational crimes occurring because an offender has an opportunity to offend in the absence of a guardian. This paper, therefore, suggests possible measures through which to reduce the risks of committing crimes. In Newark, risks factors for the engagement in crime include; peer delinquency among the youths and social disorganization in the community. It is argued that these are likely to be significant contributors to crime and delinquent behaviour. In this view, the idea of risk and crime prevention to be implemented in Newark is simple since it involves the identification of the key factors influencing crime and implementing prevention methods particularly designed to counteract them. 
Berlusconi (2017) noted that crime prevention strategies involve a set of ideas of actions that incorporate the understanding of the aspects of crime and criminal behaviour. Observably as argued by Hirsch et al. (2000), the provision of effective conditions of the physical and social environment may be better strategies to derail criminal acts. Governments must move beyond law enforcement and criminal justice systems to tackle the risks factors causing crime. In essence, in this proposal, I, therefore, propose a greater focus on increasing social benefits than the use of conventional and standard ways to respond to crime. In building safer societies, governments need to specifically focus on situational crime intervention strategies. Stakeholders in Newark have applied various policies and programs particularly designed to prevent crime. Among them, includes the use of police who make arrests as a way of dealing with delinquent groups and even court sanctions. However, it is essential to understand that these repressive strategies have not worked to reduce or rather prevent crime in Newark consequently requiring the application of completely new strategies. 
Shader (2001) argued that the identification of key variables for delinquency can be used by policymakers and various stakeholders to establish and implement delinquency prevention programs. Various stakeholders involved in the prevention of crime include criminal justice agencies, Non-governmental agencies and individual members of the society. For instance, in Newark, it is believed that the community members can help in deterring the commission of a crime. For instance, members of the community can be watchful of the happenings within their surroundings. Members can report any delinquent behaviour to the authorities because believably this is an efficient situational crime prevention strategy. It is understood that the situational crime prevention strategy involves the creation of an environment that is observably not conducive for the commission of crimes. 
It is important to understand that community policing applied by members of the community will not only help in curbing crime in Newark but will also help law enforcers in carrying out their investigations. Believably, this strategy has worked perfectly well in Kenya with the implementation of the Nyumba Kumi initiative. Okere (2012) notes that the strategy has led to a significant reduction in the commission of street crimes. Evidence drawn from the National Research Council (2004) indicates that community policing mobilization can be an effective strategy to support the local law enforcement agencies in their efforts to prevent crime. Similarly, it reinforces the relationship between the police and the community consequently strengthening collective efficacy. Based on this argument, I believe the implementation of community policing in Newark would provide technical assistance for the community policing officers to combat aggravated assaults (Bennett et al., 2006). 

Additionally, instead of focusing on repression as a mechanism to address crime and its risk factors, Newark should focus particularly on rehabilitative practices through public education to ensure that young people are taught to become responsible and law-abiding adults rather turning to criminality. I believe that rather than using force and coercive means to achieve law and order, the community can focus on helping the young offenders to become better individuals by educating them on self-control. Prothrow- Stith (1995) noted that violence is a significant issue of public health concern with ethnic minorities and urban residents more likely to experience assault and associated violence. Assault and violence are of particular concern in Newark with a majority of these crimes likely to occur around Lower Vailsburg, University Heights more particularly around the train stations, parking lots, abandoned buildings. 
Social organization
The theory of social ecology highlights the development of an individual within the broader social contexts, examining how the social environment influences their development. Social development involves dynamic relations that significantly influences the development of individuals within a society (Aber et al., 1997). Believably, as observed by Sampson et al. (1997), neighbourhood situations may also be a significant contributor to aggravated assault in Newark. Neighbourhood conditions that influence the development of delinquent behaviour may include; socioeconomic situations, residential instability and ethnic heterogeneity. In this sense, Newark experiences increased aggravated assaults because of poor and residentially unstable neighbourhoods thus low levels of social organization. I believe that the proliferation of the problem of assaults has been greatly influenced by the unstable neighbourhood of Newark.  It follows that the local agencies should now focus on enhancing social interactions in Newark through increasing social capital, and community engagement. 
Such strategies are believed would ensure the development of a positive neighbourhood characterized by social cohesion, trust and collective efficacy. I believe that through the focus on enhancing social organization in Newark, neighbourhood safety would be achieved since would begin to interact freely and in a well-maintained manner. Admittedly, these social interactions would also go a long way in fostering deep social connections devoid of assaults. In this sense, I believe that positive social connections in a community facilitates social control and reduces crime. 
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