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Statement I
Today's society presents many unnecessary pressures on the girls requiring them to grow up in a particular manner. In actuality, this is harmful to the girls as they grow up to become insecure, the insecurities that stay with them for most parts of their lives. In my view, the novel highlights the daily pressures and unattainable expectations placed on our women, which I believe is harmful to them since they are always compared to each other, whether in their minds or by whoever is teaching them. In a sense, the book's exploits are much similar to the Be a lady video, which exhibits exceptionally unrealistic societal expectations on the women so they can be perfect. 
The inability of the girls to weigh more than 125 pounds, in my view, presents negative impacts on their mental stability. I also think these standards set for our ladies are steely faced and are impossible to achieve. Besides, it is also worth thinking about how these gendered expectations intersect with other forms of oppression, especially between the women of colour and their white counterparts. In conclusion, it is essential to understand that feminity is the overarching thing that makes one a lady other than trying to elegant in all the aspects of life to become a lady.
Statement two
The narration by Cynthia Nixon gives highlights on some of the aspects of life that our girls need to achieve. The module I video is hugely related to this book; this is because it is assumed that no girl is ever good enough on her own. Naturally, there are a couple of things they need to do to “reshape and redefine” themselves. Arguably, many women have, at one point in their lives, compared themselves to others. Some of the images are publicly accessed on the internet, magazines, television commercials and movie shows. 
The story about living Barbie Dolls, in my view, creates unrealistic body image standards for young girls. It’s quite ridiculous to mention that if a woman had the ideal shape of a Barbie doll, she wouldn't even be able to menstruate.

The impossibility of womanhood is so apparent in Nixon’s nodule I video. She presents a couple of contradictory statements advising girls to watch what they eat and go on diets to fit into those jeans. In conclusion, I think this message would lead to infatuation among the girls trying to become celebrated heroines for their extraordinary transformations, just like those depicted online and on the shows.
Statement 3
The novel Only Ever Yours has so far been a good read presenting very good touches on today’s real-life issues; however, specifications drawn from the fiction regarding specific roles laid out for women, in my view, can be oppressive. In this novel, women are expected to follow some set standards concerning how they should act, dress and feel. In doing so, they abide by strict societal norms, which can be very challenging at times. In my view, I think the novel is presented as a satire about a society’s obsession with how women should look and behave. If anything from this novel is to by, then the women in the future generation would make too submissive and docile wives.
These girls' lives were forcefully shaped to fit the awkward and uncomfortable, 'women must always be willing' mould awaiting them at the end of their 12-year journey, from 4th year to 16th year. They were bred, not raised, to anticipate a life based purely out of service to their world. To reproduce. To ensure that these girls never got too intelligent, they were forced into young teenage marriages and isolation from boys. 
These were strategies meant to enforce an understanding of perfection and achieving this status as an individual female ahead of their peers. For this reason, I do not concur with Louise O’Neill’s arguments stating that only the best will be chosen, and only the men decide.
Statement 4
Only Ever Yours is set in a dystopian future set in Freida's eyes in the final year as she is designed to meet the demands of men in the outside world. Like the video in module I, Freida struggles to maintain how women should behave, no crying, which, amongst other things like overeating, is viewed as a weakness. According to O'Neill, displaying anger would make a lady frown, consequently ruining their facial features. There are constant competition and comparison among the girls in the novel. To look nice, the girls have to take medicine, take selfies in a certain way. However, no sense comes along with this argument that they have to torture themselves to please men. 
Fat girls are ugly, just like older women, in this novel, the girls have to critique each other to reinforce their ideas on being the perfect woman. In my opinion, even though the book presents real-life issues, it is unacceptable to force girls to struggle to improve their image to become attractive for men. Freida struggles with the sleeping disorder and her weight, continually increasing above the ideal weight required to be accepted as a companion.  
Statement 5
Only Ever Yours is 1984, Mean Girls and Handmaid's Tale rolled into one, featuring a brave if downright pessimistic magnifying glass to how we treat women right here, right now. It takes everything misogynistic about our world and boils it down to an undiluted, concentrated dose of bleak despair. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I must say I enjoyed the book a great deal. Considering the changes in society that have made it impossible for women to be naturally conceived, genetically engineered women reared in schools have been made to prevent the world's possible extinction. The women raised in schools are exposed to a variety of lessons, including beauty and comparison studies. 
I agree with O’Neill because much of the ideas presented in this novel are in line with the extreme versions of women's pressures today because of gender roles. However, some aspects of the book can be considered oppressive just like the Nixon’s Be a Lady clip since, due to the pressures placed on women, they have been situated as men's instruments to do as they please. In my view, trying to attain the ideal shapes for women makes me think that women can’t reach their potential and will always remain subordinates to men. They will never ever be good enough.   
