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Statement I
Going through the course chapter, which mainly focusses on power and organized crime networks, I have gained a lot of understanding regarding the execution of these crimes. Additionally, I have understood the mutual relationship existing between corporations, the state, international financial agencies and, in some cases, state agencies. Crimes of the powerful are complex in most situations because of the involvement of state agencies. For this reason, I have understood the importance of the concept of power in understanding criminal research agendas. Usually, the public is only aware of this kind of crime from media depictions revolving around organized crime. 
In this chapter, Rothe and Kauzlarich argue that most of these media depictions regarding organized crime are patently false and purely titillating. Crimes of the powerful include; corporate crimes, crimes of globalization, environmental crimes, financial crimes, organized crimes, state crimes and state-corporate crimes. In my understanding, I have realized that crimes of the powerful are absolutely victimless as we have been made to believe through misleading information from the media. Crimes of the powerful results in extensive victimization. These crimes cause harm, perpetuate more inequalities, and results in more victimization than street crimes. 
Statement II
After reading the chapter, I have realized that even though crimes of the powerful have more victimization compared to traditional street crimes, those committing these crimes ideally do not think of themselves as criminals, neither do they view their actions as a crime since their violations are usually part of their occupation environment. 
Some of the criminal activities committed by these offenders are carried out by individuals acting within the precincts of their occupations to benefit their employing organizations. Observably, these crimes have, for a long time, remained unattended to mainly because these inappropriate behaviours by the individuals are often informally approved by the corporate subcultures.
Similarly, there is usually a different perspective from which crimes of the powerful are looked whenever the crime does not involve the state; however, in circumstances where the state is involved, it is usually much easier to point fingers selectively at the bad guys involved in organized crime leaving out the rest of the story. Due to the existing implicit links, the government and state agencies should also be accountable for the crimes and resulting harm. In a sense, laws need to be followed regardless of the status of the offender. 
Statement III
Evidence drawn from chapter 9 indicates that powerful crimes are usually difficult to expose for consequent necessary measures. On most occasions involving these crimes, government agencies coordinate with the other organizations involved to conceal the criminal offences systematically. In essence, this is usually referred to as a state-corporate cover-up. Considering the kind of roles states play in the powerful crimes, I think they, too, should be held accountable for the harm caused. For instance, every year, this crime category costs the US economy between 250 billion dollars to 1 trillion dollars’ worth of financial damage. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Despite the long-term negative effects on society, the powerful crimes involving state agencies and powerful organizations rarely get the public's attention. Neither do they face the judicial proceedings properly as dictated by law. I believe that this is a sociological problem where all the parties involved should be held accountable. Ideally, these illegal acts are characterized by deceit, concealment and violations of trusts where the government and other involved organizations play a part each. Against this understanding, it is important to note that governments and state agencies' violations of the legal codes should also be given as much attention as ordinary street crimes. 
Statement IV
Power and information are elements of the crimes of the powerful. Organized crime networks represent a very prevalent form of criminal activity. The rise in technology today has significantly increased the corporation’s ability to commit crimes. Observably, organizations can now commit and conceal most of their criminal acts without being realized. Due to these high-end technologies, criminal activities can continue even after crime leaders are arrested. For this reason, I concur with the book’s definition of organized crime, which is referred to as an organization involved in criminal activities that have a division of labour, hierarchy and codes that remain regardless of changes within the network. 
Groups of organized crime receive money through other legal corporations and state agencies. In light of this, I argue that most of these powerful crimes are economically motivated since, in most situations, many organized crime groups pay law enforcers to turn a blind eye on their activities or where organizations have been pressured into supporting these groups for financial gain. In either case, I believe money is involved. 
Statement V
I understand that there is a close financial association between the organizations committing these crimes and the state. It is argued that this association prompts the states into obscuring and mystifying the illegal and violent practices engaged in by corporations. Even informally open, liberal, and democratic states, due to the close financial association between the states and the corporations, it is almost close to impossible to scrutinize the powerful states and corporations' activities. In entirety, Chapter 9 outlines how corporations, states, and international financial institutions work collaboratively to commit illegal activities. Organized criminal groups usually tend to use powerful people in government who can endorse their actions. 
The degree of criminal activity organization can vary dramatically, with some groups possessing hierarchical structures and other criminals operating within loosely structures and other criminals operating within loosely structured, flexible. Crimes committed by corporations with the assistance of states have far greater economic, physical and social costs than conventional crimes, yet this aspect of social reality is generally ignored. I agree that apart from government support in organized crime, these crimes are generally difficult to prosecute because the perpetrators use sophisticated means to conceal these crimes. Also, with the political class's help, it is possible to sway the prosecutors and judges to their side. For example, in the case of James whitey Bulger and the United States government, the FBI accused of taking bribes was never charged. 

