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Question one
Observably, different people behave differently in society. It is argued that society itself provides a social construct determining the behaviour of people. Psychologists have identified the major perspectives of human behaviour which include; behaviourist perspective, cognitive perspective and the biological perspective. Generally, these perspectives highlight human behaviour differently; for instance, the behaviourist perspective of human behaviour highlights the contribution of environmental stimuli in the definition of externalized human behaviour. Aizer (2009) noted that observable human behaviour is influenced by the immediate environment an individual lives in. in a sense, this perspective proposes two major mechanisms through which their environments can condition human behaviour. 
The behaviourist approach states that the behaviour of humans is significantly learnt from the environment through either classical conditioning or operant conditioning. Edith's behaviour believably could have been influenced by the environment in which she lives, which is observably different from the school environment. According to operant conditioning, involuntary behaviour can be reinforced by learning the consequences of behaviour. Similarly, the psychodynamic perspective can as well be used to explain Edith's behaviour. Developed by Sigmund Freud, the perspective involves the study of denial, subconscious and personality. According to this perspective, it is believed that the unconscious mind controls a majority of the observable human behaviour. 
The cognitive perspective of psychology can as well be used to explain Edith's behaviour. Psychologists have argued that individual behaviours result from the individual perception and interpretation of their environments (Reader & Barkow, 2020). Different individuals process and interpret information differently, and this could be a reason to explain Edith's behaviour.

Question 2
According to the behaviourist perspective of behaviour, it is noted that the environment of an individual defines most of his behaviours. To a great percentage, the environment influences people’s behaviours; for instance, Edith's introverted behaviour and isolation have been significantly influenced by her classmates who observably bully her. The school psychologist has noted that most of Edith’s difficulties are school-related. Generally, this means that she finds difficulties adapting to the school environment due to her constant involvement in fights with the other students. Mr Peterson observed that Edith's behaviour to keep to her must have been influenced by the acts of the other kids picking up fights with her, prompting her to defend herself. I believe this could have made her feel unwanted.

Similarly, Edith’s mother has contributed significantly to her behaviour. Referring to the incident when Edith threatened killing herself, the psychologist noted that Edith’s mother had always insisted that she wears a long skirt to school. As observed by the cognitive perspective, Edith seems to perceive and interpret things differently, for instance, the lack of her family’s involvement in her educational and emotional wellbeing has led to her development of a negative attitude regarding her self-image. After her assessment, the psychologist described Edith as “unhappy youngster with negative self-image”. I think, referring to the cognitive perspective; this explains Edith's behaviour. According to the psychodynamic perspective, experiences influences the behaviour of human beings (Reader & Barkow, 2020). Edith registers completely different behaviour while at school and at home. Edith attempts to limit her social interactions while at school because of the experiences she has had with the other students over the past. Similarly, her bizarre behaviour at the sight of the teacher's Halloween costume could as well be as a result of her previous experience; this is as explained by the psychodynamic perspective of behaviour.

Question three
In my view, different adults have presented varying opinions and perspectives regarding Edith's behaviour because of the existing confusion concerning the state of her mind. First, her teachers think that her problems are not behavioural but rather are academic. For instance, Mr Donovan, just like Mr Peterson, observed that Edith's behaviour was appropriate but rather had problems in-class participation, written work and oral language proficiency. Mr Donovan noted that Edith usually appeared calm and silent while in class, though appeared not to keep up with the rest of the class.
Mr Peterson, on his part, believed that the lack of parental involvement was the primary cause for Edith's problems. He argued that Edith had no support from her mother, who seemed to be always busy away from home, leaving the little girl to take care of herself. He believes that Edith's mother initiated all of her daughter's problems. Edith’s mother on the hand refutes and objects these claims arguing that her daughter is not handicapped and that all she needs is academic help and not counselling or any other kind of services. She observes that Edith's behaviour at school is influenced by the kids who are constantly bothering her, making her cry continuously. Highlighting a very big contrast in her behaviour between school and home, her claims seem justified.
The school psychologist also believes that Edith’s mum is making valid arguments regarding Edith’s state of mind. She states that most of these problems are school-related but however points out that some are influenced by her mother. For instance, she points accusing fingers at her Edith’s mother for her insisting that her daughter wear long skirts to school. She believes that this has significantly contributed to Edith's lowered self-esteem at school, consequently deciding to keep to herself.
Case study question (1)
Psychologist defines EBD as an emotional and behavioural dysfunction that is usually exhibited by an individual’s inability to initiate and maintain interpersonal relationships. Although she externalizes behaviour associated with EBD, I think Edith may have ADHD considering her complete lack of concentration in class (CHADD, 2020). Mr Peterson observed that Edith doesn't concentrate in the classroom and constantly gets distracted by various things in the classroom such as flower vases, open windows and her pencils, among other things. Generally, she has trouble paying attention which is a key characteristic of students with ADHD.
Similarly, Edith is unable to control some of the impulsive behaviours; for instance, she cries at the sight of the teacher’s Halloween costume that is really normal as per the teacher’s descriptions. In my view, I rule out the possibility of her having EBD because she is able to maintain perfect relationships with her peers in the church choir and at the Sunday school where there are believably no bullies.
Case study question (3)
If I would have been hired as Edith’s advocate, I would, first of all, try to ensure that her special needs and rights as outlined under the Americans with Disabilities Act are adhered to. Among the recommendations I would make is to have the child placed in an institution with adequate and appropriate instructions necessary for children with special needs. As noted through the case study, special needs at Lafayette are held in highly separate settings from the others in mainstream education. This is what I would first try to address because I believe it goes against the IDEA provisions requiring learning to be carried out in the least restrictive environment possible (Cheatham et al., 2012).  
At Lafayette, students with special needs observably do not receive the best education as stated by Congress. For this reason, besides the unnecessary isolation and restriction of these kids, low-quality instruction is also an issue in this issue (Library of Congress, 2020), and I would therefore recommend Edith’s transfer to a different institution. 
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