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The difference between the general epistles and the Pauline epistles is quite clear considering the intended audience of the letters (Meyer, 2018). In sense, the general epistles are referred to as non-Pauline epistles because they seem not to have been written by Paul or any particular writer. The writings were done by various writers and besides, they are addressed to any particular individual. They are thus considered universal address to everyone as opposed to Pauline's letters that were addressed to the church or a specific person. It is noted that Paul wrote the letters to provide pastoral instructions to the church and specific individuals. 
Homologoumena refers to the written texts in the early Christianity whose authenticity was widely accepted in this early Christian era. These writings were received as canonical without any dispute. Antilegomena refers to early Christian texts which were considered as not being authentic and whose value was constantly disputed.  Some of the disputed writings included the Epistle of James, Epistle of Jude among others.  Luther had believed that the disputed writings had contradicted Apostle Paul’s teachings that justification came by faith alone (Meyer, 2018). He disagreed with what was written about faith but still honored these books because he believed and considered some of the writings such as that of James as the epistle of straw. He honored them because of the mundane and moral topics and not because of their truthfulness concerning the faith. Luther ordered the books differently placing the disputed books last. He however still honored and kept them in the New Testament because he believed that they were authoritative and constantly preached from them (Avery, 1990).


James is considered as the brother of Jesus who had possibly witnessed Jesus' work but did not come to faith in him until he was confronted by the risen Christ (Meyer, 2018). It is indicated that after James’ conversion, he began working in Jerusalem where he was seeking to convert Israel to believe in Jesus. James wrote his letters asking for repentance since he believed that it was only through repentance that he would be able to win over his Israel as a perpetually repentant Church heeding to Jesus’ call. James was able to learn about himself and his countrymen concerning Jesus of Nazareth that they are heirs of His kingdom and are judged under the law of liberty while waiting for the coming of the compassionate and merciful Lord who would forgive them. About Jesus, James regards Him as a Lord and Christ with divine authority over him and his countrymen. 
James wrote to the struggling Christians who were facing trials and continued temptations. His message in these writing was specifically meant to encourage the struggling Christians to return to the word, consequently, take comfort in the gospel and live righteous lives focusing on the service towards others (Meyer, 2018). James rebukes acts that are inconsistent with the righteous life further stating that true faith and good works are inseparable.
James used poetic literary devices in his writings to specifically provide the reader with important stories about Israel. He has used these poetic devices to delve into the aspects of wisdom, suffering, love, and most importantly the nature and character of Lord Jesus. Similarly, some of the books in the old testament such as proverbs are written poetically, James links the history of the past with the prophetic books of the future. 

Luther describes the epistle of James as a good book since there are no set doctrines of men but vigorously advocates for the law of God. He still regards it as a good book even though it lacks significant teachings on Christ which the apostles were to teach. Secondly, Luther seemed to have held a very strong conviction that James could not have been the author of the epistle and thus he retained it in the New Testament (Kallas, 2020). Thirdly, Luther considered the book of James as a mixture of fine straw and wood, and for this reason, he argued that it could be better to accept the fine teaching with all honor so to be satisfied with the doctrine that it is based on. In conclusion, Luther makes a comparison between James and the other New Testament epistles and realizes that James’ writings were of value in the early Christian society and for this reason, he doesn’t dismiss James outright. 
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