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Zero tolerance for youth violence represents one of the major reasons why Alonza was tried as an adult. The policy requires that violent and repeat youth offenders be treated as adults. The prosecution argued that there was a need to treat suspects of such kinds of crime seriously to protect innocent like Alonza’s victims. Such kind of treatment could only be administered in the superior courts. The arguments by the prosecution, in this case, were based on the assumption that there is no middle ground in the treatment of cases of armed robbery. Alonza did not have any history of criminal activities, his involvement in the crime was rather influenced by an elder. The defense observed that a boy of only 15 could not be able to organize and commit a crime without the assistance of an adult.
In prison, Alonza developed depression and anxiety after seeing a dead inmate who had supposedly committed suicide. It is indicated that the act of committing suicide alongside being held in an adult facility made him think of his chances of ever getting rehabilitated. He felt that his life was in danger while in incarceration since he had only committed a little botched robbery. In sense, Alonza had spent most of his time in prison in mental health treatment and solitary confinement where he repeatedly tried to commit suicide. 
Alonza had been away from home and more so his family. The idea of being discharged was almost out of his memory. He had been away and his return home seemed to be his source of joy away from the prison. In essence, I am of the opinion that Shawn would be most successful after going through the justice system. I think that Shawn is a man whose life can be put together to ensure a promising future. Evidence obtained from the psychological assessments indicated a possible state of a brain disturbance that could have resulted in sleep disturbances. I am sure that through rehabilitation, Shawn would be able to turn back to a useful person in society. 
As observed by the presiding judge, Shawn is never a violent person when he is clean and sober and thus the need to be sent to the juvenile home for treatment and rehabilitation.
An evaluation of the young individuals, reveals Marques as the most potentially dangerous individual. He has a record of seven felonies all related to theft. As observed by the supervising District Attorney, he had never seen a person who has undergone through all the measures that the system offers for rehabilitation like Marques yet they have remained so adamant to reform. For this reason, I think Marques can never reform and would remain to be potentially dangerous, committing violent crimes knowing too well that they are against the law. Each person can be rehabilitated, however, in his case, the opportunity had been provided yet he still decided to continue breaking the law.
The juvenile system has undergone various changes, however, the juvenile justice systems need to make use of the juvenile probation system to specifically separate rehabilitation and treatment facilities, this would provide the minors with enhanced supervision, guidance, and education.  It can be argued just like in Marques’ case some minors are not able to benefit from the system due to the inability to cope with the conditions presented by the adult rehabilitation centers.





In case, I had assigned as a judge to handle Marques’ case, I would have ensured that he serves at the juvenile rehabilitation facilities. I would have based my arguments on the family background hence the lack of sound parental care and guidance. Considering the fact, the mum was an alcoholic who struggled with drug use too, I would be glad to refer him to go through the juvenile justice system where he would learn (Howell, 2003). Differential opportunity theory covers almost all the kids. The theory is based on the arguments that due to few opportunities for success especially for the teens in low socio-economic backgrounds lead to continued engagement in criminal activities (Blair, 2014). Marques engaged in crime because he felt it was his duty to help his family. Similarly, Alonza is forced to engage in crime because of his social background at the time.
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