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Arguably, no account of the American Black history is complete without the inclusion of the ideological rivalry between Booker T Washington and W.E.B Du Bois. The two individuals argued their opinions regarding civil rights from different perspectives. Having carefully analyzed the varying opinions of the two activists, I am more inclined towards Washington’s arguments since he believed that gaining economic independence was a better strategy for the Africans to be productive themselves and eventually achieve the true equality that they so desired. 
After the civil wars, particularly during the reconstruction period, life in the south was proving to be unbearable for the blacks especially due to the implementation of the Jim Crow laws of segregation. Blacks were not allowed to fully exercise their voting rights as highlighted under the 15th amendment. Similarly, access to education was significantly limited. Threats of retaliatory violence were imminent due to the civil rights movements that sought to oppose these laws (Shi & Mayer, 2016). In the Atlanta compromise, Washington delivered a speech that indicated his belief in economic independence. He observed that the only way through which the Black-Americans could achieve equality was for the whites to attempt to glorify and dignify the common labor (Washington, 1895). He particularly believed that it was better to remain separate from the whites than to initiate attempts at desegregation as long as the whites were willing to grant the blacks access to economic progress, education, and constitutional justice in the federal courts. 
Washington’s policies advanced for racial accommodation, however, his arguments were greatly criticized by W.E.B Du Bois.  Du Bois rejected Washington’s willingness to particularly avoid rocking the racial boat to achieve economic independence and instead called for political power with a greater insistence on civil rights and education for the blacks (Bois, 1903). Washington’s approach seemed preferable because, by all odds, it remains one of the notable things in his career. His ideologies were accepted by both the radicals and the conservatives. 
However, from a different perspective, the radicals in the south particularly interpreted it as a complete surrender concerning the demands for civil and political equality in favor of economic independence, while the conservatives interpreted it a generously conceived mechanism to initiate mutual working conditions. Washington’s ideals were approved by both the radicals and the conservatives (Shi & Mayer, 2016).
Du Bois was born Great Barrington to a free black family in a comparatively integrated society, he did not, therefore, witness bigotry and repression associated with the Jim Crow laws until a time when he joined the university in Tennessee. Booker T Washington was however born to a slave family in a slave plantation in Franklin county. Having gained his freedom only after the end of the civil war when all the slaves owned by James and Elizabeth boroughs were freed, he, therefore, believed that achieving economic freedom would significantly help the blacks in establishing their place in the society. Considering what he particularly went through with the other black slaves, he advocated for the negroes to submit temporarily the political and social status quo of segregation and discrimination and particularly concentrate on building themselves economically and achieve material success within the black community. 
Du Bois argued against Washington’s position stating that the blacks were to accept the status quo and focus on manual labor as a way to economic development stating that "object of all true education is not to make men carpenters; it is to make carpenters men." Booker T however believed that the way forward for the African-Americans was to ensure self-improvement by particularly trying to “dignify and glorify common labor (Washington, 1895).  In conclusion, I have therefore found that Washington’s arguments were weighty since the Northern Whites were to fund educational charities where blacks would have free access to vocation and free basic education and due process of the law. 
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