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In this excerpt, People or Penguins: William Baxter argues that it is usually important for one to particularly know what they are trying to accomplish so as to effectively address the issue of pollution. In this selection, Baxter has introduced his four main goals which he presents as valuable criteria to specifically evaluate the available solutions to environmental problems; the sphere of freedom, the available resources, the proposition that every human being should be treated equally and all individuals need to have equal access to resources to satisfy their particular needs (Baxter, 1974).
In this selection, Baxter uses the penguin to indicate how their populations have been adversely affected the agricultural use of DDT. He however mentions that the criterion used is human-oriented, and not penguins. He argues that humans could not halt the use of the DDT for the penguin’s sake but rather for their benefits. Against this understanding, it can be noted that Baxter’s selection is based on anthropocentrism, where intrinsic values have been assigned to the humans while the non-human part of the environment has been given the instrumental value. Baxter believes that applying an ecocentric approach could create a moral motivation where humans would include the interests of the non-human world in attempts to make balance needs. 
Baxter advances anthropocentrism. After all, he believes that the environmental ethic associated with it would ensure the protection of nature because ideally, people depend on nature in various ways (Baxter, 1974). He considers humans as surrogates for the non-human; he states that what is particularly good for humans should also be good to the non-humans. For this reason, he believes that environmental issues should be human-centered and cost-beneficial.

His main goal as outlined by this excerpt is to have an optimal state of pollution, which meant the greatest amount of pollution that resulted in the highest human satisfaction. He stated that everyone enjoys clean air and that stopping pollution would particularly help in achieving this, however, penguins and pine trees will also benefit from this. 
In entirety, Baxter rejects the idea of the right or morally correct state of nature that we should adopt. His arguments are based on the fact the humans need to realize the existence of optimal pollution as a fundamental step towards solving environmental problems. Baxter’s thought is that we should divert the production of goods for the production of a cleaner nation (Baxter, 1974).












References
Baxter, W. F. (1974). People or Penguins: The case for optimal pollution. New York.

