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Is the cost of college fees too high?
Arguably, the cost of tuition in most institutions of higher learning has been fast rising over the past few years consequently prompting half of the college freshmen to show concern regarding how they would pay. Kersey (66) argues that this is the highest increase ever since 1971 subsequently leading to an increase in the amount of college graduate debts. Besides, even after graduating, there are limited jobs available for college graduates, presenting a situation of high rates of unemployment prompting the fresh graduates to continue staying in debts accrued to fund their college tuition. 
 Despite the provision of grants and financial aid to college students, some students are still struggling to fund their college education. In sense, there are arguments stating that college fees are prohibitively too high because college graduates are not able to pay off their debts due to low rates of employment. However, opponents of this idea have argued that the costs of college tuition are not that too high considering the state contributions to institutions of higher learning. Similarly, grant donors have also been making generous contributions to students and institutions consequently making learning a bit easier for students joining colleges (Hoxby and Sarah Turner, 14). 
Kersey (25) however argues that even though the high college fee is partly subsidized, the numbers do not add up because the numbers of those unemployed are still significantly high. Graduating college students have continued to find it extremely difficult to find jobs. Due to the increase in the number of people vying for college education, there has been an upsurge in the requirements of financial aid programs needed to increase budgets for faculty and to pay for on-campus student services. It is however observed that despite the higher enrollment in colleges, there has been a significant decline in state financial support to institutions. 
According to the Student Loan Hero, the national student debt stands at 1.5 trillion dollars. Averagely, each student owes the government close to 30, 000 dollars. In addition to facing unique financial struggles, these debts are argued to dramatically affect the students’ long-term goals. For this reason, the ways of getting money to pay for a college education has been a concern for most college freshmen (Vedder 10). Additionally, to main the autonomy of the colleges, state funding and subsidies extended to colleges has been substantially reduced in the wave of low donor engagement. It is argued that fully supporting education financially, colleges would lose their independence and freedom. 
Opponents of this idea have argued that there are numerous possibilities for college students to fund their education with ease. They consider that students can acquire loans from banks and scholarships. Similarly, they can also work during their college days to pay their tuition fees. Proponents have however argued that scholarships and loans acquired from banks are always unlikely to cover the full costs of a funding college education. Besides, very few students always manage to land the opportunities to work as they study. Also in some situations where students land full-time jobs, they are left with little or no time to study (Dynarski and Judith, 52). 
In the same light, funding college education with bank loans presents the college graduates with a difficult situation where they are required to pay huge loans and accrued interests over time with no assured place of employment after completion.   
State and federal funding to institutions of higher learning are used ineffectively, whereas the quality of education has continued to remain extremely low. For this reason, experts have argued that college education should only be made available to students only on grounds of academic skills and potential to pay (55). However, there have been arguments stating that financial position, social and cultural backgrounds should not form the basis of college admissions arguing that as it stands, the costs of college tuition are too high for most college freshmen. 
Currently, college fees are not so affordable, with nearly annual increments, but the annual increments of salaries and wages are not the same or almost not increased at all. Similarly, there are arguments stating that the increase in university and college tuition fees causes unnecessary stress and economic problems. Arguably, students shouldn’t be connected economically with their high educational fees because this significantly affects their academic performance and learning (Thelin 23). 
In conclusion, college tuition fees are high, going up with no sign of posing.  Considering the high costs of living and the subsequent lack of ready employment, this has turned out to become a challenge to most college graduates who fund their college education with the bank and federal loans. Many college graduates have since accumulated huge debts with high interests which some have not been able to pay. 
Summarily, the cost of a college education is too high for many talented young people consequently preventing them from getting higher education, which means society loses potential professionals. I think the state and the federal government should take up an active role in subsidizing college education, by particularly providing enough money to reduce the costs at least by half. 
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