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Forests arguably cover about 30% of the total landmass, however, humans have continued to cut down forest lands on a massive scale (Nunez, 2019). Throughout the world, forest lands are continuously cut down to particularly provide land for farming, grazing of livestock, mining, and drilling. Additionally, logging has also resulted in the felling of countless trees each year. Most of the acts of deforestation are human-driven such as the felling of trees to creates room settlement. However not all deforestation is intentional. Some are caused by a combination of human and natural factors like wildfires and overgrazing, which may prevent the growth of young trees (Austin et al., 2019). 
This current paper would, therefore, be based on examining why does deforestation matters and what can be done. Particularly, the paper would delve deeper into the factors influencing deforestation and the impacts this might have on people and animals. It is believed that close to eighty percent of the earth’s land animals and plants are found in the forest lands, for this reason, deforestation significantly threatens their existence (Seymour & Harris, 2019). 
Causes of deforestation
Forests cover about 30% of the total land surface, however, they are disappearing at an alarming rate (World Bank, 2020). According to the statistics released by the world bank, approximately 46% of trees have been felled for whatever purposes between 1990 and 2016. The resultant impacts are devastating to both humans and nature. Agricultural practices such as farming and grazing of livestock are the main reasons for deforestation according to a recent study. For instance, the Amazon forest, cattle ranches, and farms occupy a large portion of the deforested land. Similarly, in Malaysia and Indonesia, forests are cut down to make way for the production of palm oil.
Often, deforestation occurs when a large chunk of land is required for agricultural purposes. It is reported that four commodities that include; soy, beef, and palm oil are responsible for tropical deforestation (Union of Concerned Scientists, (USC). USC argues that due to agriculturally-driven reasons, an estimate of 14,800 square miles is lost to deforestation annually (Butler, 2019). 
Deforestation refers to the permanent removal of trees to make room for something besides the forest. Considering the constant growth in the human population, there is a constantly growing demand for land for settlement. Arguably, close to 250 million people live in the forest and savannah areas; population explosions usually drive these people to encroach the forest areas to access more land for settlement. It is noted that due to population increase in North America, about half of the forests in the eastern part of the continent were cut down between the 1600s and 1800 (National Geographic).
According to reports by the National Geographic, natural forest fires are always rare but usually tend to be intense. Humans usually lit fires to specifically clear agricultural lands. First, timber is harvested from the forest before fires are lit to burn the remaining vegetation to create room for crops or to particularly provide grazing lands. In 2019 alone, more than 80, 000 human-lit fires skyrocketed in Brazil burning a great portion of the Amazon forest (Nunez, 2019). 
Besides agriculture, urbanization and the development of new infrastructures also lead to deforestation. The construction of human infrastructures has also been driving deforestation. 10% of the world’s forests have been deforested to specifically support new infrastructures that serve the current human lifestyle: transportation, transformation, and energy generation. Roads have been built through forests to ease the transportation of agricultural products (Derouin, 2019). Similarly, energy generation such as coal, biomass, natural gas, and oil mining may require the construction of large extraction points within the forests. 
On the other hand, rural-urban migration is causing exponential population growth in the urban areas, and this also contributes to deforestation at about 5% (FAO). Due to exponential growth in population, there is a continued demand for housing and other social facilities thus challenging the natural boundaries surrounding urban areas. This usually occurs in terms of timber for construction, fuel, land for settlement, and building of access roads through roads.  
Why does deforestation matter
Deforestation in sense draws a lot of attention because it involves the destruction of natural and noisy forests that were once full of life and a home to threatened species such as the orangutans and jaguars. Arguably there is only half the number of trees on earth today as compared to the time when humans first evolved. Approximately 15 billion trees are felled annually across the world. It is believed that this is not only unsustainable but also poses huge risks to both humans and wildlife. 80% of the earth’s land animals and plants live in and near the forests (Bell, 2016). Deforestation in essence causes disturbance to the natural habitats of wildlife. That disruption generally affects their normal lifecycle. 
Effects of deforestation
Loss of habitat 
Animals and plant species usually experience unsettling effects of deforestation due to the loss of their habitat. As observed before, close to 80% of land animals and plants live in forests. Deforestation does not only threaten the species that are known to us but also those that are unknown. Bell (2016) argues that rainforests provide shelter to several animal species due to their canopies that regulate the temperatures. For this reason, deforestation results in more drastic temperature variations, which consequently proves fatal to many plants and animal species.
Increased greenhouse gases
	Healthy and undisturbed forests absorb carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. Ideally, forests act as natural carbon sinks. Destruction and continuing depletion of forests has resulted in the accumulation of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Trees play an important role in carbon sequestration (Butler, 2019). Deforestation does not only remove the forests and trees responsible for carbon capture, but the act of clearing forests also produces greenhouse gas emissions. The continued accumulation of these gases in the atmosphere plays a significant role in climate change and global warming. Deforestation accounts for more than 20% of greenhouse gas emissions.
Effects on the water cycle
	Trees usually help in controlling the amount of water in the atmosphere by particularly regulating the water cycle. There is usually less water in the atmosphere in deforested areas to be returned to the soil (Derouin, 2019). Similarly, deforestation also leads to reduced rainfall which in turn affects both plants and animals. According to a study on parts of the Amazon forest that were deforested showed higher soil and air temperatures. In contrast, forested areas had higher rates of evapotranspiration consequently adding to the level of water vapor in the atmosphere. 
Erosion
	The long-term effects of deforestation include soil erosion. Trees usually retain water and topsoil which provides the rich nutrients consequently sustaining additional forest life. Nunez (2019) contends that without the trees, the topsoil is always susceptible to erosion. In the long-term, the lack of healthy nutritious soil can lead to low yields and food insecurity. Besides, deforestation weakens and degrades soil thus making it easier for erosion.
Possible solutions to deforestation
Arguably, developing alternatives to deforestation can help in reducing the need to clear trees. For instance, the need to expand agricultural land remains one of the main reasons for deforestation. However, if people practice sustainable farming as per the UN’s Sustainable Forest Management Toolbox, it is believed that the need for additional land would be decreased. One of the solutions to deforestation is the restoration of deforested areas (Seymour & Harris, 2019). ForestlandsForestlands can be restored through replanting of trees in cleared areas or just allowing the natural ecosystem to regenerate over time.
	According to the US Forest Service, deforested sites that are reforested in good time immediately after deforestation, always reestablish themselves faster than those left on their own. Afterward, wildlife returns, water systems reestablish, carbon is sequestrated and soils are replenished. Similarly, ending deforestation requires strong political will from leaders across all the countries. Consumers also have the power to stop deforestation. Everyone can do their best to particularly curb deforestation by buying only certified wood products, going paperless, and whenever possible limit the consumption and usage of paper products. It is believed that if there is no demand, the supply will also reduce.





Conclusion
As the world seeks to slow the pace of global warming and climate change, trees and forest lands are key to ensuring this mission is achieved. Deforestation on the other hand ensures the destruction of trees for a short-term gain consequently sacrificing the long-term benefits associated with mitigating climate change. Most of the factors influencing deforestation as outlined in this paper are human-driven such as the desire to expand agricultural land and acquire land for settlement (Austin et al., 2019). Uncontrolled felling of trees results in adverse impacts on both plants and animals. Trees are important for various reasons, some of which include; acting as carbon sinks and heat-trapping greenhouse gases emitted from human activities. For these reasons, deforestation needs to be curbed. 
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