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Based on what we have read, is Big Mama a good caretaker?
Great caregiving ideally requires the providers to exhibit empathy and compassion. These traits arguably show their desire and will to help. By specifically showing empathy and compassion, caregivers will let the person know that they care about them. For this reason, Big Mama is a good caretaker since she has indicated the will and desire to help her grandson by particularly fighting to retain the custody of her grandson. Despite the numerous battles she fought against discrimination besides her failing health, she supersedes all these to care and love her grandson. 
Thinking of the definition of family, and the article on Care work, who is responsible for the little boy?
Arguably, caring for the little children left on their own by their parents is not the responsibility of the state or the government. I believe it’s the responsibility of people of goodwill starting with the closest family members. In this situation, I believe the little boy’s responsibility would have rested on the extended family, aunts, and uncles specifically considering Dees' health and age (AARP's Grandparent Information Center, 2020). It seemed the aunts and uncles were unwilling to take over the responsibility of their late brother’s child. 




What changes could be made to our laws and policies that would have helped this boy and his grandmother?
Social institutions such as schools and health centers arguably do not always recognize grandparents as primary caregivers. In situations where grandparents are the primary caregivers, access to basic social services such as enrolling their children in a school, or accessing a health center are always limited. It is believed that altering the policies and laws to particularly recognize other family units. States need to adopt strategies that address the needs of grandparent caregivers (The Foundation for Grandparenting, 2020). Ideally, changes need to be made that identify grandparent caregivers, besides allowing them to receive the same legal rights and benefits just like foster parents. 
What emotion(s) did you feel watching the video? Do you think this was the documentary producer's intent? How did they bring forth these emotions?
When watching this documentary, I feel love, compassion, and empathy. Focusing on the Dees' continuous battle against discrimination and the bureaucratic and legal systems, the film elicits empathy. Additionally, considering grandma’s failing health, she fights on to care and love her grandson, giving him the best of her advice, “I hope deep in my heart that Walter remembers some of the good things that I've taught him and he'll be able to fall back on them and recognize them." I have also had a feeling of hopelessness when Dees has a heart attack. Walter’s aunt explains that his queer behavior could as a result of the fear of losing someone again, "He's afraid he's losing someone again.” Generally, I believe this was the producer’s original intent to elicit these emotions to highlight the struggles the grandparent caregivers go through in the bureaucratic society. 
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