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Harlow’s isolation experiments with rhesus monkeys significantly contributed a great deal to understanding the importance of caregiving, affection, and social relationships, especially at the early stages of life. Harlow's social isolation experiments were found to result in various negative outcomes, including severe psychological disturbances and even worse death. It is important to note that evidence drawn from this research project has played important roles in shaping our understanding of child development (McLeod, 2020). As opposed to the popular belief at the time that paying attention to young children spoiled them, Harlow, through this experiment, demonstrated the importance of absolute affection by parents by developing safe, secure, and supportive emotional bonds during the early stages of life. 
During this period, it was believed that feeding was the primary factor between a child and the mother. However, this experiment results indicated that children need physical closeness and contact that provides them with comfort and security for normal development. Biologically, Harlow’s experiments offered irrefutable proof that love is an essential factor in normal childhood development (McLeod, 2020). Similarly, Harlow's additional experiments showed long-term devastation due to deprivation, consequently resulting in psychological and emotional stress. As observed in the experiments, little children need objects to cling on during the early stages of life (Harlow et al., 1965). In conclusion, Harlow’s studies revealed the importance of the parent-child attachment relationship in child development.
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