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What are some different perspectives on how Robert is doing?
Different people act and behave differently in society. The society itself provides a social construct that determines how people behave. The significant perspectives that determine how an individual behaves include; behaviorist perspective, which views people's behaviors as controlled by their environment. Human behavior results from what is learned from the environment. In essence, the behaviorist perspective is broadly concerned with how environmental stimuli affect observable human behavior. This perspective proposes two main proposes through which people adapt to the environment: classical conditioning and operant conditioning (Aizer, 2009). 
The second perspective is the cognitive perspective, which psychologists define as the study of cognition. This ideally involves the study of the mental processes through which knowledge is acquired. In a sense, the cognitive perspective is concerned with the mental functions, such as memory perception, attention, etc. Cognitive psychologists have argued that memory comprises of three stages: encoding (where the information is received and attended to), storage (where the information is retained), and retrieval of information (where the information is recalled). The third perspective is the biological perspective, which states that all the thoughts, feelings, and behaviors ultimately have a biological cause. The biological approach believes that most of the observable human behaviors are biologically inherited.
Many biological psychologists have tried to provide a connection between abnormal human behavior and biological features inherited; for example, psychologists argue that schizophrenia is believed to be caused by low levels of dopamine. 

What evidence is provided to support these different perspectives?
South Park Elementary school is located in one of the poorest neighborhoods in the city where the families' family situations are marked by extreme poverty and very little adult attention. Most children from these families often lack social skills since they do not know how to walk or even sit in chairs. This is called the behaviorist approach. The society in which Robert lives ultimately shapes most of his actions and behavior. For instance, on one occasion, when Robert was asked why behaves in a queer manner, he answered that he is a gangster, and that is why. In this respect, it is evident that his neighborhood's environmental factors have affected how he thinks and behaves.
Similarly, classical conditioning involves learning by association. Robert, at first, seems reasonable and is not initially referred; however, due to his close association with Tyrese, who is considered a bad influence, his bad behavior appears to be reinforced. According to this perspective, the environment determines most of human behavior. Based on the cognitive approach, which is the study of processes by which knowledge is acquired, it was realized that there was a systematic modification in Robert’s behavior during the Fall while in special education. This is because there was a supportive environment that enabled the enhancement of his development instead of the general education classroom where close to 30 children were under the instruction of 2 teachers only. 
From the biological perspective, it is argued that all thoughts, feelings, and behaviors ultimately have a biological cause that can be managed. Robert’s teachers reported that virtually everything depended on whether Robert had taken his medication or not. It was observed that he was quiet and calm on some days while he could do everything possible to provoke his teachers on some days. 
Why do you think different adults have different perspectives on Robert?
In my view, different adults have different perspectives on Robert because of the state of his mind. Some of his teachers think friends around him influence his actions. In contrast, others believe that his behaviors and actions are entirely dependent on whether he had taken his medication or not. In my view, I think Robert required special education as opposed to having him placed in the general education classroom where not much attention was given to him. M.S Robinson believed that Robert’s behaviors were deliberate and mainly aimed at seeking the others' attention in the class. However, this was not the case with his mother, who viewed his son's case as genuine and ready to assist. 
Robinson also believed his parents influenced some of Robert's actions. For example, the junk food they were eating at home made them pass gas in class. She said, “someone needs to go tell their mama they need a laxative tonight.” Moreover, despite Jacintha’s consistent participation in the placement meetings and all school conferences, some team members often spoke of her in a derogatory manner, consequently questioning her son's commitment. 
Questions 1
CDC defined ADHD as a common neurodevelopmental disorder of childhood, often lasting into adulthood. On the other hand, EBD is defined as an emotional and behavioral dysfunction that is often characterized by an inability to build and maintain interpersonal relationships with peers and teachers. Children with ADHD often have trouble paying attention in class, controlling impulsive behaviors, often acting without thinking about what the result would be, and being overly reactive at times. 
In my opinion, Robert depicts ADHD symptoms during the initial stages since he can maintain a friendship with Tyrese. Moreover, he does not show signs of EBD that is usually accompanied by disturbed thought processes. However, he has impulsive responses that are arguably typical of a child with ADHD. In Robert’s case, the concept of opportunity to learn is evident in his systematic improvements in his learning abilities after his placement in the special education program. It is noted that the class provided a supportive environment under the instruction of a black woman. 
Question two
In my view, I think labels determine the kind of services a child receives. This is because the labels are awarded considering the current state of the child. Considering Robert’s case, he was initially diagnosed with ADHD, a condition that later graduated to EBD, consequently prompting the change of services offered to him. The notations in his behavior became worse with limited cognitive ability; for this reason, it was advisable to have him receive a different therapy instead of the initial program. Madam Lopez noted that Robert's academic skills were at a pre-primer level with an additional deterioration of behavior. In my view, I think there was a need to change the services offered to him.





Question 3
Manifest determination refers to the process of determining whether or not a child’s behavior that led to the disciplinary infraction is substantially linked to his or her disability. Regarding this concept, IDEA states that the LEA, the parent, and relevant team members of the IEP team must review all the relevant information in the student’s file to conduct a manifestation determination. If a child's misconduct has been found to have a substantial relationship to his or her disability, then the IEP team must complete an FBA of the child unless one has been undertaken. Relating to Robert’s case as required by IDEA, positive behavioral interventions, supports, and other strategies were put in place, including special education to address his behavior. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]If I were the administrator of South Park Elementary School, I would only have acted as per IDEA’s provisions under the general authority of school personnel under §300.530 (b)(1), which only permits school administrators to remove a child who violates the school’s codes from the current placement to an alternative interim educational setting or a suspension that should not exceed ten consecutive school days. It is, however, essential to ensure that these removals do not constitute a change of placement in the disciplinary context under §300.530 (b)(1) (Library of Congress, 2020). 
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