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Black Dawn
Observably, these week’s readings have focused on Haitian revolutions. This story begins with the two classic Haitian characters Bouki and Ti Malice, on their way to the market along with a stubborn donkey (Black Dawn, 2020). The donkey decides to become more tenacious, refusing to move any more inch prompting the two men to sit in a nearby shade and begin to sit and talk of the Haitian people's history. The Black Dawn, an animated tale, recounts how Haiti was founded. The film explores Haiti’s early history and offers an introduction to the culture of the New world country. The film features the eyes of two captured Africans, Sili, and Simba beginning with their capture in Africa and their consequent escape from slavery on a French plantation and fight for independence along with Toussaint L'Overture. Before the capture, Africa is indicated as a land where people and animals lived happily and freely. The story follows the trans-Atlantic journey on a slave ship to Haiti (Black Dawn, 2020). Using animation techniques, paintings from prominent artists are transformed visually to highlight the historical background of Haiti.
The story highlights a rich fusion of African religious practices and modern Christianity, which has arguably been an essential factor in maintaining the community’s cohesiveness amid the turmoil of Haiti’s history. Ti Malice describes the role of the Lwa spirits in the lives of Haitian people. One of the slaves said, “In capturing me, you are only cutting the trunk of the tree of liberty, but it will flourish again for its roots are strong and deep." Observably, this story highlights the importance of uniting against the forces which have oppressed the Haitian people for long: slavery, poverty, and injustice. Similarly, even though there exist cruelty and hatred among the people, there is still a strong desire and hope for a united country. 

Black Lives Matter in History Too: Slavery, Memory, and the Haitian Revolution in Chris Rock's Top Five
In the last half-decade, Hollywood studios have released new films about slavery. Chris Rock’s Top five portrays Andre Allen, an African-American comedian promoting his latest film. Among the issues the top five focusses on include; issues of artificiality and authenticity, the spectacle of black celebrity, and the imperative of personal meaning. According to Allison Wilmore, the film also highlights aspects of creativity, integrity, and fame (Sepinwall, 2018). Other critics have pointed out the film’s explorations of the challenges of sobriety and the beauty of hip-hop. Despite the film’s treat on all the above issues, it also concerns history and memory and how black lives matter in white views of history. Andre promotes Uprize, acting as a self-educated slave who is a critical figure in launching the Haitian revolution. However, the audience has indicated their love for comedy rather than a serious drama about the slave revolt.
Rock indicates he yearns to make a slave resistance epic, but he knows he is unable. He criticizes recent films on racism and slavery. He believes that these films could help some whites to be historically aware. Regarding this film, Rock has shown certain interests concerning Haitian history. First, for him, it signifies the white ignorance about black history. Secondly, Rock is acutely aware of the particularity of the Haitian Revolution. Against cinematic images of US slaves suffering their condition patiently while singing spirituals. Unlike other revolutions, the Haitian revolution involved real armed uprisings by enslaved Africans, which also led to national independence. Additionally, it was also successful in abolishing slavery (Sepinwall, 2018). For Rock, this revolution forces the whites to consider the whites not only on their ignorance regarding the history of slavery but also the discomfort with revolutionary violence by the blacks, even when they were oppressed and seeking freedom.
Top Five skewers the unawareness of white people about the Haitian Revolution while seeming to be self-effacing. For the African-Americans, the revolution served as a beacon of hope as they imagined a world in which slavery could be eradicated. Also, Rock is painfully conscious of how difficult it is for African Americans to tell their own stories in Hollywood. Using the Haitian revolution to signal white fears of black freedom, Rock seeks to understand why there has not yet been a successful Haitian revolution film (Sepinwall, 2018). 
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