In recent years there has been a move towards removing statues that commemorate people in the past who have connections to racism and the confederacy. You can read more about this at the following links:
https://www.history.com/news/confederate-school-names-changing (Links to an external site.)
 
https://youtu.be/ji3u2uvSJp8 (Links to an external site.)[image: Shape, arrow
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In Brownsville, we have schools such as Stillman Middle School and Yturria Elementary School. Charles Stillman’s dispute over not paying the family of José Narciso Cavazos for their land was one of the many incidents of disenfranchisement that possibly led to the Cortina Wars.
 
You can find more information regarding the Cortina Wars at the following links:
https://www.utrgv.edu/civilwar-trail/civil-war-trail/cortina-first-war/index.htm (Links to an external site.)
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cortina_Troubles (Links to an external site.)
 
During the Cortina Wars (1859) and up through the 1920s the Texas Rangers were connected to racially motivated violence and violence that disenfranchised Mexican American’s and resulted in many Mexican Americans losing their lands, rights, and lives. 
 
You can find more information regarding the role that the Texas Rangers played in murdering Mexican Americans & Native American, hunting runaway slaves, and often siding against the Civil Rights movement in Texas at the following links:
 
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/08/871929844/cult-of-glory-reveals-the-dark-history-of-the-texas-rangers (Links to an external site.)
 
https://www.texasmonthly.com/the-culture/secret-history-texas-rangers/ (Links to an external site.)

During the Civil War Charles Stillman, Francisco Yturria, and Richard King registered ships with Mexico so that they could pass confederate cotton past the Union blockades, this supported the Confederacy and arguably helped prolong the Civil War.
 
You can find more information about Charles Stillman at the following link:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Stillman (Links to an external site.)
 
You can find more information about the Francisco Yturria at the following link:
https://texoso66.com/2017/05/04/yturria-ranch/ (Links to an external site.)
You can read more about how Texas history as it is taught has been fraught with revisionism in the following article:
 
https://www.texasmonthly.com/articles/battle-rewrite-texas-history/ (Links to an external site.)
 
Discuss what role the Texas Rangers played in operating as a mechanism of oppression in history and maintaining the system of social stratification based on race/ethnicity and class. (See the lecture notes on Social Stratification, Class Conflict theory, etc.)
 
Do you think that Yturria Elementary here in Brownsville should keep their mascot of the ‘Rangers’ in light of the dark history of the Texas Ranger? Why or why not?
 
Do you think that Stillman Elementary here in Brownsville should keep its name in light of the actions and history of Charles Stillman? Why or why not?
 
Why do you think that the history of the Texas Rangers and people like Charles Stillman are not often taught or talked about in Texas and specifically in Brownsville?
 
Do you see the lack of education on these topics that Texans & Tejanos receive as a continuation of racism? Why or why not?
 
Do you consider the lack of education on these topics that Texans & Tejanos receive as systemic racism? Why or why not?
 
Make sure that you reference facts that are detailed in the information I provided and from your own research on the subject (provide links to those if you use other sources).
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