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State Department of forensic Science Laboratory Division holds the primary role of collecting, examining, analyzing, and reporting on the physical evidence that is submitted as part of criminal cases. Ideally, the department has the authority to examine physical evidence submitted by other government agencies investigating criminal offenses. Similarly, federal agencies such as the police are also able to use the services of Forensic Science Laboratory. Under the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, Division of Forensic Sciences, there are nine departments under this division namely; the chemistry department which holds the primary role of analyzing items presented as physical evidence to determine the absence or presence of controlled substances.
The chemistry department is in charge of providing expert analysis and reports to the courts and other government agencies consequently supplying them with factual information regarding drugs and drug abuse. The next department is that of the medical examiners which investigates and provides complete forensic pathology to 153 counties in Georgia. The policies guiding this department are drawn from the Georgia Death Investigation Act. The firearms and Toolmark section is responsible for the identification and examination of firearms, ammunition, and related evidence retrieved from scenes of crime. Usually, this is an essential department in crime scene reconstruction providing useful information to investigators. The department of operations support receives the evidence items and assist the receiving technicians in initiating the laboratory chain for the evidence received. The department ensures that all the evidence sent through the Laboratory Information Management System is barcoded, imaged, and scanned.


The forensic Biology department performs serological and DNA analysis of physiological fluids. Ideally, the main purpose of these analyses is for identification and individualization. This department analyzes semen, saliva, and other biological evidence obtained from crime scenes. It is believed that these fluids are generated during the commission of violent crimes. The Toxicology department is responsible for the provision of essential information concerning biological samples and specifically, whether alcohol or poisons played a role in the commission of the crime or even death. The department of Implied Consent in cooperation with state patrol of Georgia is responsible for overseeing the state's breath alcohol testing program. Regarding criminal proceedings, the department provides expert testimony about breath testing theory and procedures. 
The trace evidence department ensures the provision of trace evidence in criminal investigations. These pieces of evidence such as dust and debris are believed to be covering our clothing and bodies and are considered mute, sure, and faithful witnesses concerning movements and encounters by criminals. The last department is the impressions department which conducts all the work concerning the examination of latent prints on pieces of physical evidence submitted to the GBI crime lab. Latent prints are produced by fingers, palms, and soles. The department analyses these prints in a bid to identify criminals or for exclusion purposes. 
The collection of evidence from crime scenes is usually meant to help reconstruct the crime. Also, these pieces of evidence are essential in identifying the person who committed the crime (Ling et al., 2020). The evidence needs to be collected in a way that will make stand up in court. Police officers are responsible for ensuring the security of the crime scene to ensure that no evidence is destroyed. In cases where the evidence is improperly collected or a part of the information is missing, it is possible to fully reconstruct the crime scene hence negatively impacting the results. 
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