Document Study FAQs
Note: these are answers to questions from First-Year students last year –
they may be of some help

First and foremost, please refer to: 
‘Doing a Document Study – general guide’ 
and 
‘Advice on the documents for the Document Study’, 
both of which are available in this section, and also 
‘Advice on writing conventions, referencing, etc.’, 
which is accessible on the front page of the course Canvas site.
___________________________________________________________________________
· structure wise - should each paragraph be one aspect of the analysis ? for example our first paragraph is the 'Who?' , second paragraph is 'When' ect? Or should it be a intertwined the whole way through?

Intertwined is a good way of putting it. Following a strict ‘Who’, What’, ‘When’ format is a little too constrained. That would be a good way to prepare, but better to present the analysis in a more discursive way. To quote from the ‘Doing a Document Study’ guide, ‘Structure your analysis like an essay: introduction, body, conclusion.’


· what are you looking for in a good analysis?

See above. Also, evidence of reading around the topic having been done i.e. demonstration of an understanding of the historical context is essential. An historically-informed analysis will be a good analysis. In general, check that you have addressed most of the suggestions in both the general Document Study guide and the specific questions in the ‘Advice on the documents’ guide.



· so are we to analyse the document as an unbiased third party, and remain objective? thanks.

Complete objectivity is impossible, but the idea of being ‘unbiased’ is a good one. You have to be careful not to judge by unhistorical standards, for example (e.g. criticising an author for not mentioning LGBTQ people, for example, if the latter concept was not part of the discourse in that historical period). Your reading will help you to analyse the document on it own terms and put it in its specific and general context. You will have ‘opinions’, but these should be historically-informed. Thus, avoid ‘I don’t like the tone of this author’ and try to approach it like this: ‘The author’s tone is surprising, given the intended audience of the document.’


· If we are researching sources on Google Scholar or Jstor is it okay to assume that they are all reliable? 

In the majority of cases, this material is peer-reviewed, and therefore reliable.

· How often should you use a footnote? If I paraphrase factual info (dates etc that I took from a particular source) do I still use a footnote ? 

No need to footnote generally accepted historical facts.


· What referencing style would be preferable?

Please refer to ‘Advice on writing conventions, referencing, etc.’, 

· Are the footnotes included in the word count?

Yes, but the bibliography is not.

· So in the doc analysis we're meant to show what we think based on what we've read

Exactly!

· how many references would you suggest we use for the document ?

Impossible to generalise – it depends on the amount of available material relating to your topic. Certainly no less than three though.

· For the document study, are you supposed to have an 'argument' as such or literally just analyse the document and give informed opinions etc?

Analyse the document and give informed opinions. You can of course make a general argument about the topic in the course of your discussion of the document.


· How do we start the document is there a certain way to start it based on our opinions ?

No set way to start. However, it is suggested that you begin with an introduction describing the document and its historical context, before going on to analyse it.

· If we include notes from lectures in the doc, do we have to reference that?

Not if you are drawing on general information provided in the lecture. However, if the lecturer makes a specific argument or point that is distinctive, you can reference it like this: ‘Donal O Drisceoil, ‘Parnell and the modernisation of Irish politics’ lecture, HI 1002, 21 Oct. 2020’

· What happens if we go over the word-count

Staying within the prescribed word-count is one of the skills you should learn. You will not be penalised if you go a little over or under (100 or 200 words), but it is best to avoid going over by more than 10%


· I have a q about using footnotes in the doc study essay. If we are referencing/quoting from the same source in different parts of our essay, do we footnote it each time instead of using brackets in the essay body? Thank you

Please refer to ‘Advice on writing conventions, referencing, etc.’. In terms of referring to or quoting from the document under analysis itself, there is no need to footnote it each time, as it is obvious that you are referring to it.
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