
An excerpt from The Hidden Life:
At some point in our lives, we all wrestle with failure. The sources may vary: broken relationships, financial difficulties, shattered dreams, spiritual drought, and darkness. Whatever the source, failure and the feelings that go with it touch us at our very core. Failure is a dark experience that tells us, even as we struggle to shut it out, that at some basic level of our being, we are inadequate, that somewhere in our lives we have not lived up to our own expectations or the expectations of others. These shame-filled feelings become a tear in the fabric of our personhood and our self-worth.
As believers, we need to be reminded that the Resurrection threw out the world’s standards, expectations, and measurements. God does not look on our performance but rather on the desire of our hearts. Our success-oriented culture is much more interested in the bottom line than in the failed attempts along the way. In God’s economy, neither failure nor success is good or bad. We have only to look into the lives of those in Scripture to see how God redeemed and honored the failed attempts of His children. Moses failed to enter the Promised Land, yet God saved a nation through him. David had an affair, murdered his friend, and failed to build the temple, yet God birthed the Savior through his lineage. The woman at the well was an adulteress who failed in her marriages, yet Jesus offered her life. The truth we learn from Jesus is that failure is not our ultimate enemy any more than success is our ultimate goal. His focus is never on our failure or our success but always on our potential for love, for truth, for trust, and for wholeness. Thus, we never need to be discouraged but remain faithful.
Being faithful in failure does not mean to ignore, repress, or deny it or our feelings about it. Being faithful in failure means to see our failures, embrace them, and grow from them. Embracing our failure opens us up to what is real, to see things as they truly are, as painful as that may be. When we begin to accept our reality in this way, we can finally open to receive God’s love, see ourselves as He sees us, be touched by His healing compassion and learn to offer it to others.

