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A Journal Entry on Hermie
Dear Diary,
Theme: I Am Almost Getting Hermie To Be Human Trained
Dear diary, today was one of my best days since my parents gifted me Hermie. I had wanted it so willingly. Alas, how blessed did I feel? Since then, I have concerted my efforts towards teaching him proper manner and how to groom himself. It is not an easy task at all as earlier envisioned and heard from friends; I have to look after his cleanliness, health and all other things that have to be taken care of (Craigon et al., 2017).
I firstly have figured out how to get my dog to receive treats and rewards for things correctly done. While in the past Hermie used to sit around, act disinterested or play dead to receive a gift, he now has to relearn better habits. I discourage these behaviors. I have taught him to fetch a tennis ball that I throw. This one is however tough as he had to keep returning the ball and wipe off the slobber from the ball, but I have to admit that he is learning. His fetching is becoming better as he uses his excellent sense of smell to fetch it. Oh, and not to forget, I am almost getting there in getting him not wake me up at three in the morning. This is too early! His barks are however getting lesser and lesser; while it might take time, he is almost getting there.
I have also taught him a new cool trick! This one is a repetitive song titled the "No, No, No Dog. That is Bad!" the dog has to stop eating on the couch. It is a dinner theater. It works this way; whenever I see him chewing on the dinner table, I have to get into this tirade called “No, No, No Dog. That is bad!” he is learning! All I have to do now is waves my hand and point a figure at him. As Craigon et al., (2017) note, he is a dog at the end of the day. I hope this gets better with time.
On another note, there are some things he is still struggling to learn. I have tried to housebreak from doing his businesses inside the house, but he does not seem to learn. He does not even bother to use the carpet! Besides, I have also tried to warn him not to drink from the toilet water. It is not a clean water drinking fountain! He has to learn to excuse himself when pressed and drink out of the watering dish I give him.
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