Running head: DOLLARS AND DENTISTS		1
DOLLARS AND DENTISTS		5
[bookmark: _GoBack]







Dollars and Dentists
Student’s Name
Institution Affiliation







Dollars and Dentists
Quality dental healthcare is a dream yet to get actualized by America's medical system. The Dollar and Dentists video presents shortcomings that range from personal hygiene to government insurance, which dental healthcare currently faces. Children living in poverty are unable to access the services of dentists, which gets guaranteed by American law (Frontline, 2012). Besides, children with Medicaid covers are victims of the dented dental care system through the over-changing of minor oral check-ups. Adults as well feel the pressure of incurring high costs in accessing dental care services (Frontline, 2012). The video presents two means, corporate-backed and private practice, through which a patient obtains the assistance of a dentist. Dental health care requires collective responsibility from the patient, dentist, equity backed cooperates, American Dental Association (ADA), and health insurance providers. 
Patients' Dental Care Challenges
Patients with dental problems encounter many challenges that can barely get solved in regular healthcare emergency rooms. Financial constraint is an obstacle in patients who are self-employed or retired (Frontline, 2012). Medical insurance covers do not seem to be of much help in catering to dental health services and treatment. Some patients have become victims of malpractice in dental care as a result of ignorance or lack of enough finances to afford quality treatment. Patients who access standard dental treatment end up getting complications such as lingual nerve and root canal injuries or worse tooth extraction, when treating minor oral defects. 
American Dental Association Shortcoming in Providing Dental Services
Dental health care providers in private sectors get faced with a myriad of problems. One of the shortcomings is the low reimbursement rate from the insurance health covers. Many dentists are unwilling to participate in Medicaid due to low reimbursement rates, tiresome administrative processes, and lack of compliance with recommended treatment (Gupta, Yarbrough, Vujicic, Blatz & Harrison, 2016). On average, Medicaid and Medicare provide 61.8 and 46.1 percent, respectively, as compared to the private dental care fee (Gupta, Yarbrough, Vujicic, Blatz & Harrison, 2016). The ethical dilemma underlying such scenarios is whether to treat patients with Medicare or Medicaid health covers or leave them for those with out-of-pocket medical treatment fees. Acceptance of the low reimbursement fee threatens the sustainability of private dental healthcare hospitals.
Dentists under Equity-Backed Cooperates
Dental care under equity-backed cooperates that recently emerged, constitutes of dentists who work independently. The equity-backed offices get created as a result of the increased number of Medicare and Medicaid patients who get rejected by private dental hospitals. The office kind of dental care is popular in states that have raised Medicaid rates in the hope of providing treatment to many children (Frontline, 2012). During the inception of office dental care, the program aimed at providing dental services to many patients who had insurance covers. After some time, the system inclined towards providing services to many patients to meet the set daily income target. The loss of dentists' autonomy encouraged malpractice among dentists. 
Conclusion
The creation of comprehensive dental care in America highly relies on factors such as dental health public awareness and the invention of favorable dental care insurance covers. The education of masses on oral hygiene will ensure the prevention of dental defects. Medicare and Medicaid ought to increase the reimbursement rate of oral care to a level that is close to private dental health institutions.  Equity-banked institutions need to have all the dentists registered for accountability purposes of service offered by each dental service practitioner.   
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