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English: A Doll’s House
Relationship between Nora and Torvald
The relationship between Nora and Torvald is not a strong one because it is based on appearance but not truth and trust.  When with her husband, Nora acts like a child making Torvald believe that he is respected.  Nora reveals that she is not a 'silly girl,' making her ask if she is 'frisking around.’  To some extent, Nora shows some love to her husband. She understands the details linked to the debts that she incurred intending to preserve the life of Torvald. This shows that Nora is loving and intelligent, indicating a 'strong relationship with her husband beyond wifehood. The loving relationship becomes apparent when Nora is involved in secret labor to pay off the debt showing her ambition and determination with the courage of readiness to break the law to save the health of Torvald. 
Torvald shows the weak relationship between him and Nora by treating him as a child in a patronizing and kind manner. He is not viewing Nora as an equal partner but rather a doll to be admired and teased. Torvald is highly concerned with his male status in society, allowing his emotions to control him, leading to a weak relationship with his wife, Nora.  The major duty of Nora is taking care of the children. The emotions and superiority of Torvald make him call Noral using pet names like my songbird and my little skylark.  The names show that Torvald is treating Nora like a child and not an equal marriage partner. 



Symbols used in the play
Christmas tree
The Christmas tree is delivered in the excitement of Nora during Christmas, symbolizing the unity, joy and happiness of the family. During the time, the house of Helmer’s is decorated tastefully. The happiness of Nora in returning with the Christmas shopping shows that she enjoys spending money and doing good things for her children and Torvald (Ibsen, 2008).  The Christmas tree has been stripped while burning out the candles. Striping of the Christmas tree shows that time has passed and symbolizes the negative spiral from domestic happiness; thus, a sense of chaos and ruin is presented. Nora is obsessive and continues to check if someone has arrived, but there is assurance that no one will come for two days, indicating that time has passed and impending disaster. 
The Black Cross
Dr. Rank left his calling card marked with a black cross in the letterbox of Torvald as a way of communicating his death. The Black cross was a message symbolizing the death of Dr. Rank.  Therefore, it was an imminent way of communicating his death to the family of Torvald. Dr. Rank has been suffering from spinal tuberculosis, which people believed he inherited hence had no cure. Dr. Rank had no family and was a great friend to the family Nora. He discloses to Nora that he is about to die when he confesses to her that he had been in love with her all along.  Dr. Rank says that he will be invisible at the next party, meaning he would have died. 
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