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Ilda"(‘ staked their lives, the‘ir fortl.lnes, and their sacred honor, on the cause of
W tU ¢heir country. In their admiration of liberty, they lost sight of all other
; 1} intefests'
}101 U]I's They were peace men; but they preferred revolution to peaceful sub-
scay i mission tO bO.ndag& The)’.Were quiet men; but they did not shrink from
_tter agitating age.unst OPPI'ess.lon. They showed forbearance; but that they
k n a Kknew its limits. They bellfVed in order; but not in the order of tyranny.
ey, with them, nothing, was “settled” that was not right. With them, justice,
men'j liberty and humanity were ‘final;” not slavery and oppression. You may

well cherish the memory of such men. They were great in their day and
generation. Their solid manhood stands out the more as we contrast it
with these degenerate times. x x x

Fellow-citizens, pardon me, allow me to ask, why am I called upon to
speak here to-day? What have I, or those I represent, to do with your
national independence? Are the great principles of political freedom and
of natural justice, embodied in that Declaration of Independence,
extended to us? and am I, therefore, called upon to bring our humble
offering to the national altar, and to confess the benefits and express
devout gratitude for the blessings resulting from your independence to us?
 Would to God, both for your sakes and ours, that an affirmative answer
could be truthfully returned to these questions! Then would my task be

light, and my burden easy and delightful.
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is rity between us. I am not included within the pale of this glorious
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