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Abstract 
The electronic health record is an interesting topic that demonstrates the effectiveness of technology i the healthcare system. The paper describes the timeline of EHRs with the aim of identifying key developments. For instance, it is clear that many organizations started working on clinical information systems in the 1960s to improve the management of patients' medical records. The paper also highlights the pros and cons of EHRs. Some of the advantages of EHRs include improved patient care and effective care coordination. On the other hand, financial and security issues are the challenges associated with EHRs. The research also found out that EHRs maintain accurate patient records since the system's information is updated regularly. Furthermore, the paper discusses Allscripts and Angel systems as some of the common types of EHRs available for the healthcare community. The research concludes by discussing fundamental ethical considerations that are needed when using EHRs system. These ethical issues include privacy and confidentiality. 
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Introduction 
Healthcare is a crucial aspect of human life. The concept of healthcare involves activities such as cure, recovery, diagnosis, and prevention of diseases, among other issues. Health professionals across the globe put more effort into delivering healthcare services to respective patients. Even though healthcare is a basic need for all human beings, it is not universal. This means that some people lack access to healthcare services due to varied reasons. Some of these barriers to healthcare include socio-economic factors and political elements, among others (Huot et al., 2019). Even though healthcare is a controversial topic, it is important to acknowledge technology's role in this discipline. For instance, technological progress has led to the development of electronic health record that is widely used in many hospitals in the country. Electronic health records can be defined as an electronic versions of patient records. These records entail the treatment and medical history of the patient over time. Some of the electronic health records information consists of progress notes, past medical history, radiology reports, laboratory data, and vital signs. This research will examine the history of electronic health records, their pros and cons, how it helps in maintaining the accuracy of the patient record, types of EHRs, and the ethical issues associated with the use of EHRs. 
The History of Electronic Health Record Systems 
Before the dawn of Electronic health records, all hospitals across the country adopted a manual filling technique that was characterized by thorough paperwork. Paperwork implied that the patient's medication directions, diagnoses, visit notes, and any medical reports were written on a paper then stored for future reference. In the 1960s, the invention of a clinical information system by Lockheed was a step in integrating technology in healthcare (Pessima, 2020). Apart from the clinical information system, other organizations began to create electronic medical records to uphold efficiency in healthcare. The federal government embraced EHR in the 1970s through its department of veteran affairs (Pessima, 2020). The government recognized the importance of EHR in hospitals and clinics that handled veterans' health issues. A report that was published by the Institute of Medicine in 1991 endorsed electronic health records as an innovation with the possibility of improving patient records, thus the need for its implementation in hospitals (Pessima, 2020). The EHR was recognized nationally by 2004 after its incorporation into the Health Information Technology for Economic and Clinical Health Act (HITECH).
Pros and Cons of Electronic Health Record Systems 
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the benefits of EHRs is that it improves patient care. Hospitals should always focus on patients in any way possible. EHRs improve patient care since it is associated with healthcare quality. EHRs increase the convenience of healthcare not only to patients but also to the providers. Healthcare providers are able to have quick access to patient information regardless of their locations.  This means that EHR enhances effective coordination of patient health records, thus incorporating patients in remote locations (Entzeridou, Markopoulou, & Mollaki, 2018). EHR also improves patient care since it enables providers to make accurate and reliable prescriptions based on a patient's health records. EHR also improves patient care because it serves as a decision-making tool in healthcare. Through EHR, health providers are likely to make sound decisions regarding the treatment of the patient. For example, a doctor can make a decision to initiate a medical referral after reviewing the medical history of the patient. The other advantages of electronic health records include improved patient participation and improved patient outcome and diagnosis.
On the other hand, electronic health records are associated with several disadvantages. One of these challenges is linked to financial aspects. For instance, EHR has proved to be expensive in terms of adoption and its cost of implementation (Entzeridou et al., 2018). Apparently, the purchasing and installation cost of EHR is quite high. The hospitals spend a lot of their revenues to install the hardware and software of this item regularly. Hospitals also incur a lot of costs while training the end-users of this product. Therefore, these financial issues lead most of these hospitals into financial losses since they are for-profit organizations. 
How EHR Help to Maintain Accurate Patient Records
Electronic health record helps in maintaining accurate patient information because it enables physicians to exchange information regarding the available client. For instance, a physician is able to access the information or medical directives given by a prior provider before commencing a treatment plan (Entzeridou et al., 2018). This means that the current physician will adopt the patient's treatment plan using the existing information, thus ensuring proper treatment continuity. Electronic health record also contains complete and accurate files of the patients. There is the accuracy of the information in EHR because this record is usually updated whenever the patient receives medical services. Therefore, EHR is an important tool that can be used to reduce medical errors in hospitals that emerge as a result of inaccurate patient's medical records. 
Types of EHR
Allscripts is one of the types of EHR that are available for the health community. This system helps hospitals to gather relevant data and to enhance connection with other hospitals. One of the tasks of this software is to streamline the administrative aspects of the hospital. Allscripts is applicable in areas such as population health, clinical care, surgery, emergency, and anesthesia (Baxter et al., 2020). Sunrise is a comprehensive Allscripts product that covers ambulatory services, single-platform acute, and offers solutions in various hospitals' revenue cycles. 
Angel Systems is another important type of electronic health records. This system's main tasks are to accommodate patients with issues relating to outpatient, inpatient, substance use, special education, and community services (Baxter et al., 2020). This system also enables hospitals to schedule and manage medications of respective clients. 
Ethical Consideration when Using EHRs
Privacy and confidentiality are fundamental ethical considerations when using electronic health record systems. Patient's information should always remain private and confidential unless they agree to disclose such data (McLachlan, Dube, & Gallagher, 2016). This means that hospitals should always secure the patient's health records without disclosing them to unauthorized parties. This means that patient's consent is crucial in every healthcare system. The only information that can be given without permission from the patient can include those regarding payments and other administrative roles. 
Conclusion 
In a nutshell, an electronic health record is a vital innovation that has revolutionized the healthcare system. It is essential to note that the benefits of EHRs outweigh their disadvantages. Hospitals across the country should incorporate EHRs in their systems to improve patient outcomes. Similarly, there is a need to educate healthcare stakeholders on the benefits of integrating EHRs in their respective hospitals. Therefore, the government should try as much as possible to provide financial support to hospitals in order to adopt and implement EHRs. 
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