EMPIRES
Imperialism, or empire building, had been practiced in some form or another since ancient times, but the 19th century sees the beginning of a "new imperialism" that surpasses anything previously known. New Imperialism is defined as the "acquisition of territories on an intense and unprecedented scale. . . . Above all, what distinguished the new imperialism was the domination by the industrial powers over the nonindustrial world."1

PROGRESS?
As you watch these film clips on New Imperialism, consider these questions:
· What caused the rise of socialism in its various forms after 1870? What caused its diffusion and what were its attractions?
· How would you compare the democracies of Britain and France? How did each nation's history contribute to these developments?
· What form did the new German state take? What was Bismarck's role in its formation?
· How does Russia's history at the end of the nineteenth century explain its violent history in the twentieth?
· How would you describe the "new imperialism" of the late nineteenth century? How was it different from the earlier European imperialism? What were its causes and results? How did Europe's Asia and African empires differ?
· What was the system of alliances that both held off war until 1914 and then helped bring it on with such devastating effect? What was the major factor that brought the long European peace to an end?
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