ENG/LIN 5730     English Grammar     midterm exam     100 points total (most test items=2 pts.)
Instructions to be read before use: 1. Read the instructions for each section. 2. Submit the completed exam to the instructor by the due date. 3. Go back and re-read 1 and 2	
I. Identify the underlined words according to their lexical category:
N-noun             adj-adjective          V –verb          ADV – adverb      P – preposition
one answer for each numbered item

1. He glimpsed the observatory dome where it protruded from the rocky debris atop the mountainside as the car zigzagged up the steep slope. 

2. Over the river and through the woods to grandmother’s house we go.

3. Resplendently attired in exotic silks and intricately  coiled gold bracelets, the Princess bowed demurely.

4. The world of mythology is pervaded by an array of natural forces and emotions personified in the figures of gods, goddesses, demi-gods, and heroes and heroines.

5. The wild expanse of the lonely moor descended into marshy bogs, the occasional grassy hillock and rocky outcrop laced with wispy morning mists.

extra credit: the conspiracy theorist believed alien abductions were the key to 	explaining world events. 

II.  Identify the underlined words according to their functional category:
DETerminer     pro – pronoun       MODAL     AUXiliary verb    CONJunction 
again one answer for each numbered item

6. Would you like them in a box? Would you like them with a fox? You may like them in the rain. You might like them on a train. 

7. A single drop of water can refract the sun’s rays into the magnificent optical effect known as a rainbow.

8. While cucumbers are often considered a vegetable, since people do put them in salads with other vegetables, they are actually fruits, or melons, which people have cultivated for millennia.

9. If that is the case, and it turns out that she took it upon herself to tell them, we need to devise a reasonable way for us to get out of this.

10. Yet planets have been discovered around nearby and distant stars.
III.  Identify the NP SUBJECTS of the following sentences:

11. A fugitive and lurid gleam obliquely gilds the gliding stream.    From Edward Gorey

12. Despite numerous insurmountable obstacles, my plan has succeeded.

13. “The Persistence of Memory” was painted by Salvador Dali.

14. A tiny figure emerged from the miniature doorway.

15. The sun rises in the East.

IV.    Identify the types of phrases (which are underlined) in the sentences below:
NP (noun phrase) VP (verb phrase) adjP (adjective phrase) ADVP (adverb phrase) 
PP (prepositional phrase)

16. By the light of the moon, by the light of a star, they walked all night, from near to far.

17. The weather has been cool until relatively recently.

18. I met a guy who looked like a hat-check clerk at an ice-rink, which in fact, he turned out to be, and I said, “Oh boy, right again.”                       -Laurie Anderson

19. The planets of our solar system orbit the sun in elliptical orbits.

20. The smooth, langourous, glassy surface of the lake invited me to dive right in.
extra credit: (answer to this one isn’t in the box above, one correct answer for both underlined items)
It seems counter-intuitive that gravitation is really the warping of space-time but that’s what it is.
V. Here are three ambiguous sentences. Identify which one is structurally or syntactically ambiguous, which one is semantically or lexically ambiguous and which one is phonologically ambiguous (1 point each)

21. [my sister says this]: Let’s make like a tree and leave.

22. Title of a book by Fred Gwynne: “The King who Rained”

23. We serve quality food and pizza [taken from an actual pizza box]

	
VI. Verb predicate types: identify the type of each underlined verb in these sentences
         (1 point each)
transitive           intransitive           ditransitive             copular          complex transitive
also indicate if any verb is in the passive voice

24. Proserpine was the daughter of Demeter, goddess of the Earth.

25. Once she was admiring some narcissus flowers which grew by a riverbank.

26. She was spied by Hades, god of the underworld, who kidnapped her.

27. Demeter became inconsolable in her grief, and forgot entirely about the Earth and her crops, which withered and died in a winter that lasted years.

28. Demeter begged the Gods for Proserpine’s return, but Hades had taken Proserpine as his wife. 
	
29. They finally agreed, but only if she had not eaten anything during her time in the underworld.

30. Proserpine had eaten a single pomegranate seed.

31. The Gods allowed Proserpine to return to the Earth for three-quarters of the year.

32. Demeter’s joy at her daughter’s return made the earth bountiful again.

33. Yet every autumn Proserpine must return to her husband in the underworld.

VII. Verb particles or Prepositional Phrases? Identify the following as either PP (prepositions heading prepositional phrases) or PV (phrasal verbs w. verb particles)
	              (1 point each)						        34. We looked up the path.                                       35. We looked up the vocabulary.
36. She turned down the offer.                                  37. She turned down the street.
38. I went out the door.                                              39. The fire went out.
40. The wind blew down the tunnel.                           41. The wind blew down the old tree.
extra credit: identify this type of lexical construction (it’s neither of the above 2)
                    A molecule of water consists of two parts hydrogen and one part oxygen. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Verb tense and aspect  identify the tense [present, past, future]and aspect [simple, progressive, perfect] of the “Verb group” in each sentence (2 pts. each)
42. A compass needle points to the magnetic North.
43. The archaeologists had been warned not to enter the tomb.
44. And the Meek shall inherit the Earth.
45. The sun is setting.
46. The Great Oz has spoken.
47. Mozart composed “The Magic Flute”.
IX. Grammatical Functions identify the grammatical functions of the underlined sentence elements below (one answer for each, each numbered item =2 points.):     
SUBJECT                 OBJECT                indirect OBJECT                 SUBJECT PREDICATE   	   OBJECT PREDICATE                                                    ADVERBIAL

48. The painting depicted a scene of mythological debauchery.

49. Clouds had veiled the horizon.                        50. The antidote rendered the poison harmless.

51. The elaborately-coiffed guests danced as a small orchestra played waltzes.

52. Suddenly a tiny bird emerged and cuckooed twelve times.      53.  Daedalus was an architect.

 54. He glared and remained silent.                   55. George promised the librarian the moon.

56.  Scientists have discovered planets within the habitable zones of near and distant stars.     

57. This exam must be submitted in a coherent yet electronic form.


    


