POWELL ENG 201
						MIDTERM TEST

Part 2-Essay-Choose any ONE (1) of the following. Each essay should be at least four (4) paragraphs. Please type these essays Times New Roman 12 point font size and submit them as an attached document in Microsoft Word. (40 possible points). The essay should include a thesis statement as well as SPECIFIC EXAMPLES FROM THE TEXTS TO ILLUSTRATE THE THESIS ARGUMENT AND KEY POINTS. YOU DO NOT HAVE TO USE THE EXAMPLES THAT ARE INCLUDED HERE!!!!! Student may use any two readings in the first half of the semester, from Sir Gawain and the Green Knight to The Flea as essay subjects.  

Theme: Consider any works in the first half of the semester with key similarities and/or differences in Theme. Elaborate on why these similarities and/or differences are important. (IE-We are all continually evolving through stages of life in pursuit of some type of goal. Ex- The pilgrimage to Canterbury in The General Prologue where each character is searching for his or her own type of reward (religious or secular/good or evil)-The development and striving for moral perfection of Piers through the ‘Do Well, Do Better, Do Best’ stages of Piers Plowman).  

Allegory: Examine how representations of abstract concepts are used to convey meanings in the poems. When portrayed as characters, what new things can we learn about these ideas? Why are they important? How do they relate to us? How do they relate to the themes of the poems? (Ex.-Death being indirectly found in The Pardoner’s Tale by the group of greedy men. Hunger helping Piers by frightening Waster into work). 

Plot: Consider the way plot affects a story. Examine its importance in any story we’ve covered in the first half of the semester. Compare and contrast stories in relation to their use of plot as a literary device. Does it make the story better or worse? Why? (Ex-The General Prologue (Plot not as important to the story) The Wife of Bath’s Tale (Plot is important to the story).

Character: Compare and/or contrast characters of stories from the first half of the semester. Give specific examples of their traits and why they are important to the image the author wants to portray of the character. 
(Ex. –Sir Gawain, Piers and The Parson in “Canterbury Tales” who all sacrifice themselves (their own wants and desires) in order to live their lives by a Christian and/or secular code of virtuous conduct). 

Symbolism-Describe at least one different object from any reading we’ve read in the first half of the semester and reflect on the how the meanings connected to them may be related. (Ex.-The Green Girdle in SGGK and the trunk of gold in The Pardoner’s Tale/ The Pardoner’s fake religious relics in The Pardoner’s Prologue and the ring that Gawain refuses from the lady in Sir Gawain and the Green Knight).  

Point of View-Describe the important difference of narrative perspective in any two readings in the first half of the semester. Chaucer’s Retraction, The Parson’s Tale, The Pardoner’s Tale (First Person) Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, The Lover’s Confession, Piers Plowman (Third Person) 
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