
Part 2-Essay-Choose any ONE (1) of the following. Each essay should be at least four (4) paragraphs. Please write the essays in a blue book with your name on it IN PEN!!!! (40 possible points). The essay should include a thesis statement as well as SPECIFIC EXAMPLES FROM THE TEXTS TO ILLUSTRATE THE THESIS ARGUMENT AND KEY POINTS. USE THE EXAMPLES THAT ARE INCLUDED HERE!!!!! 

Theme: Consider any works in the second half of the semester with key similarities and/or differences in theme. Elaborate on why these similarities and/or differences are important. (IE-Stay true to one’s roots and legacy (home) while also learning what you need to learn outside of comfort zone, roots and legacy and leaving home when necessary- “Zaabalawi”/ “The Headstrong Historian.” Despite being in tolerable situations, people are very intolerant of one another—even hateful-- “Notes of a Native Son”/ “The Guest”/ “Punishment.”)      

Plot: Consider the way plot affects a story. Examine its importance in any story we’ve covered in the second half of the semester. Compare and contrast stories in relation to their use of plot as a literary device. Does it make the story better or worse? Why? (Ex-“The Old Chief Mshlanga” (Plot is not as important to the story) “The Reader” (Plot is more important to the story).

Character: Compare and/or contrast characters of stories from the second half of the semester. Give specific examples of their traits and why they are important to the image the author wants to portray of the character. 
(Ex. –Dasuo in “The Old Gun” and the narrator of “Zaabalawi”) Both characters are potentially great heroes who constantly get in their own way and cannot see what they need to see realistically (cannot see the forest for the trees) in order to find themselves and their true happiness. 

Symbolism-Describe at least one different object from any reading we’ve read in the second half of the semester and reflect on the how the meanings connected to them may be related. (Ex.-The chastity belt and paper butterfly in “Death Constant Beyond Love” and the gun in “The Old Gun.”)   

Point of View-Compare and/or contrast the use of point of view in any two readings of the second half of the semester and reflect on how its use makes an important difference in the reading of the text. (IE.-“Zaabalawi”-1st Person/ “The Old Gun”-3rd Person). 

