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ENGL. 215.003: 
Reading Literature: Camp 

Final Exam  
 

Due:  
• When—Friday 5/1 by 11:59 PM (unless otherwise discussed; I’m happy to grant 

extensions, within reason) 
• Where—On Blackboard under “Assignments”/ “Final Exam”: please upload your 

responses in a Word or pdf document. 
  

Guidelines:  
 

** All of your responses MUST be in your own words** 
 

- Source Consultation: This exam is open book, open note. While I can’t prevent you from 
turning to Wikipedia or Schmoop for help on this exam, I will say that I will be looking 
for responses that reflect what we have covered and discussed in class. You should be 
able to complete these questions using: 
 

• Your own copies of the reading and notes from the course 
• Class powerpoints (including from the first half of the semester) 
• Weekly “summation” emails I have sent over the second half of the course.  

 
- Questions: I will be holding my usual virtual office hours on Wednesday and checking 

email, so don’t hesitate to be in touch if you have a question. I can’t coach you on what to 
write but if you have questions about what is being asked of you, I am happy to clarify.  
 

- Formatting: Please double-space your exam and submit it in a Word document or a pdf. 
As you type up your responses, please be sure that you include a heading that indicates 
what section of the exam you are responding to.  
 
**Very important: Did I mention that all of your responses MUST be in your own 
words? They must. 
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I. Passage Identification (15 points, 5 points apiece): Select three of the of the following 
passages and 1) identify what work they come from 2) use specific details from the passage to 
justify your identification and 3) explain the significance of the passage for our thinking in this 
course. 
   
A 
 

 
 
B 
 

 
 
C 
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D 

 
 
E 
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II. Sontag Mix and Match (10 points, 5 points apiece)—Choose two passages from the excerpts 
of course texts below and two passages from Sontag. Pair the course text with a passage from 
Sontag. In a response of several sentences, explain how the image or passage from our course 
text illustrates or otherwise engages with Sontag’s point about camp.  
 
Course texts: 
A. From Larsen, Quicksand, p. 51: 
 

 
 
B. From Trecartin, Center Jenny 
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C. Portrait of Harlem Renaissance singer Bessie Smith by the photographer Carl Van Vechten 
 

 
 
 
D. Chaucer, General Prologue portrait of the Wife of Bath: 
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Sontag Passages: 
 
a. 
 

 
 
 
b. 
 

 
 
c. 
 

 
 
d. 

 
 
e. 
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III. Short Essay (15 points)— In your final Blackboard post, I asked you to choose a text that 
you thought of over the course of completing work for this class or that resonates with one of our 
course texts in some way and describe the text you chose (who made it, when is it from, what 
happens in it) and explain how it reminded you of one of our course texts. Here I am asking you 
to develop your last Blackboard response into a short essay of 1-2 pages. In this essay, expand 
your explanation of how your focal texts interact by incorporating some analysis of how you see 
parody, caricature, or a camp sensibility operating in both texts. Be sure to refer to details from 
class (lecture, discussion, and/or powerpoints). 
 
 
Extra Credit (up to 5 points; can be applied to the course as a whole, not just the exam)—
Choose one of the images below and, in a substantive paragraph, discuss its relationship to camp 
AND either “Afrosurrealism” OR “anti-camp.” How does the image evoke a camp style or 
sensibility and how might that sensibility overlap with or diverge from Afrosurrealism or 
anticamp? 
 
 

 
 

Katy Perry at the “Camp” Met Costume Gala, 2019 

 
 

Sun Ra (1914-1993), American composer and 
musician, promotional image  


