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Race and Society
Race creates hierarchy in societal structures that people adhere to. Though people may not actively consider race as an issue, the concept of race does play a significant role in everyday lives of people. Despite progress in reform of American culture towards race, it still plays a great part in contemporary American society.
The idea of race essentially creates the concept of human beings different from each other as evident in their skin color, common structural features like shapes of their eyes or the size of their nose, and so on. Where the concept fails is when similar features found in one race could be shared by another race, for example, Africans with small slanted eyes (due to environmental reasons) may not be of Asian origin, but still share similar physical features.
When differentiating and grouping people within a category, it separates those people from your own, and depending on how you choose to view that group that has been grouped together as one category, you can make assumptions about that group as compared to yours. This forms an artificial hierarchy that instantly places people in a rank and brings prejudice as to how you as a member of your group should interact with the member of another group based on yours and theirs rank. If their rank is perceived as inferior, you may treat those people with disrespect solely based on your own perception of their race, and if you perceive their rank as superior, then you may accept them as your greater.
The origins of race throughout history are complicated as the concept of race has evolved from time to time from place to place. The Han dynasty of China was the first recorded interaction of them meeting blonde haired blue-eyed Europeans, which they likened them to monkeys. Elsewhere people generally were more concerned with familial background rather than physical features, although aesthetically pleasing features were associated with higher quality in character, which to this day is still true. In the past, most cultures and ethnicities, simply considered their own as better than others, as the others had different traditions, beliefs, languages, customs, etcetera, that was alien and therefore inferior. 
The concept of race as we know today is considered modern and politically charged. However, throughout history race was represented by other ideas. Colonial Europe used the concept of race hierarchy to exploit and enslave native American societies, which they deemed inferior to their own race. By dehumanizing the natives, it was easier for the Europeans to assume that they themselves were the rightful owners of the land and resources, and even saw the natives as resources of slaves. This system of idea was imprinted into a new generation of Europeans who were determined to explore and conquer the world. By conquering and expanding, the Europeans put governance in place that benefited themselves, and because it’s perceived success, the system has changed very slowly in history.
Today, the elites of society, monetarily speaking, are majority of European ancestry. As such, the economic, social, and governments of the western world, are systematically designing to favor European descendants, or people who look like Europeans, in short white people. This is seen in how media portrays people of color and white people. There is far less representation in the media regarding minorities when compared to white people. The cultural standards that are represented on media are of those preferred by white people. This has negative effect in society as the minority must witness themselves as inferior to white people, while white people see themselves as being superior to everyone else.
These days more and more people are understanding that according to science, race is not a biologically significant way to categories people, and although race is slowly becoming obsolete, it still plays arbitrary significance in human societies. 
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