Government 2305
Critical Thinking Essay 1

Follow the link in the instructions to the USA Today editorial entitled “Open Primaries Produce Viable
Candidates: Our View”; within that article, just under the second paragraph, you’ll see a link to
another editorial entitled “Opposing View: Closed Primaries Prevent Mischief”. Read both editorials
carefully.

https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2014/07/01/open-primaries-thad-cochran-mississippi-
editorials-debates/11938275/

https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2014/07/01/open-primaries-voters-elections-editorials-
debates/11938287/

As | discussed in the “Analytical Essay Writing” guide (see the link in the “Course Resources” module
on the Content page), editorials are examples of “persuasive” writing where the author tries to
convince you that his/her opinion on an issue is the correct one. Your assignment is to write an essay
which analyzes those arguments and uses that analysis to support your own opinion.

For this essay, compare and contrast the arguments made in each of these two editorials and tell me
which one you thought was more convincing. Before you start to write, think about the following
questions:

- Did you have an opinion on this issue before you read the editorials? What was it and why?

- If you had an opinion, do you have the same opinion after reading the editorials or did you
change your mind?

- Which arguments were effective in helping you form an opinion? Why?

- Which arguments were not effective or seemed irrelevant? Why?

You should use the information provided in the link, plus your own experiences and perceptions, to
analyze the writer’s conclusions. Remember this is an essay which should have an introduction,
a body and conclusion. Don’t just submit short answers to the questions set out above; they
are only there to help you start thinking about what you want to write. Your paper should be 2-4
pages in length and fully address the issues raised; provide examples and specifics to support your
opinion. If you use outside resources, make sure you include the title, author and publication
information for those resources.



