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       CHAPTER FIVE

A hat and cap store being close at hand, Dick and Frank went in. For seventy-five cents, which Frank insisted on paying, Dick succeeded in getting quite a neat-looking cap, which corresponded much better with his appearance than the one he had on? The last, not being considered worth keeping, Dick dropped on the sidewalk, from which, on looking back, he saw it picked up by a brother boot-black who appeared to consider it better than his own.

They retraced their steps and went up Chambers Street to Broadway. At the corner of Broadway and Chambers Street is a large white marble warehouse, which attracted Frank's attention.

"What building is that?" he asked, with interest.

"That belongs to my friend A. T. Stewart," said Dick. "It's the biggest store on Broadway.* If I ever retire from boot-blackin', and go into mercantile pursuits, I may buy him out, or build another store that'll take the shine off this one."

* Mr. Stewart's Tenth Street store was not open at the time Dick spoke. 

"Were you ever in the store?" asked Frank.

"No," said Dick; "but I'm intimate with one of Stewart's partners. He is a cash boy, and does nothing but take money all day." 

"A very agreeable employment," said Frank, laughing.

"Yes," said Dick, "I'd like to be in it."

EXPLICATION

             The author of this section who is also the author of the whole book is Horatio Alger. This part involves two characters, Dick and Frank. The context takes place in New York City where Dick guides Frank around the city. In this text, the two boys enter a store whereby Dick comes out with a cap. It is not that he had no hat, but he found the new cap looks better on him. Dick talks about his aspirations in this chapter which are to become somebody better than he is now. This is symbolized when he throws the old cap and wears the new one. In that instance, another boy collects Dick's old hat and wears it as he feels it looks better on him. This shows the different levels of life in that one person's start can be another person's destination. They then walk to another store that Dick says that it is the biggest in that street. He vows to outshine it. Finally, he talks of his admiration to one of Stewart's partner who makes a lot of money. This section discusses how Dick strives to live big and aim high. He doesn't want to stay in his comfort zone but wants to do better than those that he looks up to. I derive wisdom, positive friendship and real company from this section.


              The main idea in this section is about the success Dick wants to reach. His success is attributed in a figurative language in this article. The primary specific symbolic word that is used is that of symbolism. Throwing his old cap and gracing his new one is the first symbolism that shows the past is gone and the new has come, and it is about time. The second symbolism in this section is the height of the store that Dick wants to outshine as he says in this phrase; "That belongs to my friend A. T. Stewart," said Dick. "It's the biggest store on Broadway.* If I ever retire from boot-blackin', and go into mercantile pursuits, I may buy him out, or build another store that'll take the shine off this one."This symbolic event shows how he is aiming to the top and not only to those that he looks up to but even higher. This section represents the mood of the novel which is passion and drive.  Dick is driven by desire and those that have made it push him to do even better.


                   Symbolism is the primary language style in this section that plays a huge role even in the whole book. Symbolism has a definite significance on the passage since it stresses on those attributes that one should acquire to succeed in any area of their life. Symbolism has also created a deeper meaning of the passage and foregone the literal sense. The emotion is also brought out whereby Dick shows deep feelings that portray a thirst for success and the drive to work hard. This context goes further and shows us the direction of the whole book that which is having a positively minded friend is an excellent asset to your life. Frank doesn't seem to discourage Dick. Their relationship shows that he has his back all the way to the top.


