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What Do You Recycle? Segment 1

In the last few lessons, you have learned about renewable and nonrenewable resources and methods to conserve valuable resources and reduce waste. You learned about ways that the population can conserve precious commodities. Most methods for conserving resources and reducing waste begin with individuals like you, your family, and friends. During this lesson you learned about the different materials that can be recycled. You will be performing a lab activity to see the effect that you can have on finite resources. 

The Purpose:

You will participate in this lab activity regardless of whether your family recycles. The purpose of this assessment is to determine which recyclables your household uses the most and to find ways that you can increase your family’s conservation efforts. Read all the directions before you begin this lab activity. 

The Plan:

For the next seven days, you will need to collect your family’s recyclables. You will collect recyclables for the assessment regardless of whether your family recycles. Note the date you start collecting for the lab and the date you stop collecting. You may collect your recyclables in any container you want. You could use a standard recycling bin, an old box, or a garbage bag. Note: If you are using your recycling bin, make sure you empty it prior to starting this lab so you do not unknowingly falsify your data.

Make sure to include your family in this activity. You will need to recycling data for the entire household.

You must collect the following:

a. plastic bottles and containers

b. glass bottles

c. metal cans and containers

Note: You will not be collecting paper for this lab, although you can recycle it. Paper takes so many forms that it would be difficult to find a standard measure for all your paper.

You can separate your recyclables into three containers or put them all in one. You will need to separate them to count at the end of the 14-day period.

The Report:

You will be filling out your Standard Lab Report Form. You should have submitted Part 1 Standard Lab Report Form earlier in this unit.  For this Applied knowledge Assessment, you will complete the Part 2 Lab Report Form, where you will analyze the recyclables that you collected over your 7-day period.
Lab Activity Directions:

Part 1: (You should have completed and turned in Part 1 earlier in this unit.)
1) Open the Standard Lab Report Form Part 1 to begin. 
2) Complete the Title, Purpose, Hypothesis, Materials and Procedure sections. You will have to put some thought into how you will organize and carry out your experiment. Consider how you will notify your family of the project, how you will collect the recyclables, and where you will store them for counting.
i. Title: Your title should describe what is being tested and measured in your experiment. Use this format: The Effect of [the independent variable, or what is being tested] on [the dependent variable, or what is being measured]. The Effect we can have on infinite resources.

ii)Purpose: This section should address the purpose of your experiment and include the question that your experiment will try to answer. What are you trying to learn from your experiment? Why are you doing the experiment? The purpose of this assignment is to see how many recyclables my family uses in a week. I want to learn what we use most and what we can do with them instead of throwing it away. I’m doing this assignment so I can see the effect we can have on infinite resources. 

 iii)Hypothesis: Your hypothesis is a statement in the “if…then” format that makes a testable prediction about the outcome of your experiment. 
You must collect the following:

a.
plastic bottles and containers

b.
glass bottles

c.
metal cans and containers

Note: You will not be collecting paper for this lab, although you can recycle it. Paper takes so many forms that it would be difficult to find a standard measure for all your paper.

You can separate your recyclables into three containers or put them all in one. You will need to separate them to count at the end of the 14-day period.

3) Once you have Part 1 of your Standard Lab Report Form completed, save it according to the following example and submit it to be graded for Part 1 of your Applied Knowledge Assessment.
Example:
Earth_Science_Recycle1_ReportForm_Part1_JohnSmith
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