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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ebonics in many quarters is a term that is normally intended to refer to the language of all the people who are believed to have descended from the black Africans who were enslaved during the slavery period (Ndemanu 23). The people who are believed to have been of this language are mostly those who came from West Africa, North America and the Caribbean. The slaves were brought in to the country from these areas and the language that they were speaking started to evolve as they interacted with the American people. They learnt most of the American English language that was being spoken by the Native Americans and thus they were able to borrow from this language. The fact that they combined some of the Native American English with their language gave birth to the ebony language that is normally being spoken by most people of the black origin in America. Ebonics can be said to derive its name from two forms. One is the word ebony which is used to refer to the black people and the other is phonics which refers to sound or the study of sound. It can, therefore, be used to refer it to as the study of the black people language and all the cultural beliefs and values that it has. There are also those who believe that Ebonics represents the view of the black people and especially those of African origin rather than the European.
The term Ebonics is an American Black English that is normally used by the American people as a form of language rather than the use of the Standard English that is commonly used across the world (Ndemanu 23). The American people have coined their own English dialect which is quite different from the Standard English practiced everywhere. It is a black slang of the black American people living in American and which is also mostly found in West Africa in such countries such as Nigeria and Ghana. The term Ebonics has evolved over the years from the original time in which it has had different names according to specific times. In the beginning, it was normally referred to as the normal standard Negro dialect. This was used to refer to the English that was being spoken by the black people of the slaves’ descendant and which sounded differently from the normal Standard English. The other people of different races felt that the English was rather different from what they were used to and this led it to be associated only to the Negros as they were referred to back then. The name later changed to Black English since it was already synonymous with the black people. It then came to be referred to as the vernacular Black English. This is because it was only associated with the people of black origin and the fact that it was only used by them rather than the whole country. The fact that the Native American could not be able to understand some of the English being spoken made them view it as rather of a vernacular language of the black people than a standard language that can be used by all the people. It later evolved to be referred to as Ebonics or the African American English to refer to the language spoken by the people of African American origin.
 Ebonics language is mostly believed to be spoken in America although some have a view that the language is spoken in West Africa. This is due to the fact that the language spoken in West Africa often miss some sounds and consonant clusters that are normally associated with the ebony language (Roengpitya et al. 14).  The simplification of these words is something that is commonly found among the black American and also among some West African countries such as Nigeria and Ghana. The Ebonics language takes several different forms. One example of the ebony language is “ah on know what honey is doin”. This is a perfect example of the Ebonics language which can be simplified in the Standard English to mean that the person does not know what his friend is currently doing. This is much different from the normal standards of English that people across the world have accustomed themselves to.
 It will be very difficult for someone who does not understand the language or who may be visiting these people for the first time to grasp what they mean in their spoken language. Although they are speaking English, the language is somehow twisted due to the fact that it lacks some of the joining sounds or words in which one is able to connect to and thus understand what the other person was referring to. Ebonics has been said to be used in different ways and also to refer to different things. One such reasoning is that Ebonics language is normally used to refer to the languages of the African diaspora or those of the black origin and who are living in other countries apart from Africa (Roengpitya, et al. 18). They see the language as one that should be associated with all the black people who are originally from Africa but are currently living in various parts of the world and especially in America where the Ebonics language is believed to have been born. There are also others that view that the Ebonics language should only be taken to refer to as an international construct that is a consequence of the African slave trade. They see it more as a dialect that resulted from the slave trade and which can only be used by the descendants of the slave people rather than a language that can be used by everyone.
Is Ebonics a Language?
Ebonics as a language has generated a lot of debate as to whether it is a form of language that can be recognized and used internationally by all people. Some people believe that it can only be associated with the black people due to its origin and thus it should and never be considered as a form of international language that can be used in various meetings or conventions. There are also other people who believe that the language has evolved over time and has gained popularity not just in America and other black countries but also in the whole world.
There are people who support the claim that Ebonics is a form of language and therefore needs to be recognized and used. This is due to a number of reasons. One such reason is that they believe that the dialect is a language in its own rights just like any other language only that it has not been widely accepted due to the fact that it is mostly associated with the black people ((Favors 105). They argue that all the other languages have emanated from a particular place including English and have gone on to be fully recognized and used by several people.
There are various languages such as French that people are learning to increase the kind of interaction that is there in the world and therefore, the Ebonics language is no different. The language spoken across the world originated from a certain dialect and thus it would be unfair to say that Ebonics or Africa American English cannon be referred to as a language in itself. They feel that the way other dialects have developed to become full-grown languages is the same thing that is bound to happen to Ebonics and therefore it should be respected as a form of language.
The fact that it is only being spoken by people of black origin is believed to be the reason for most of the people and especially the Europeans not recognizing it as a form of language (Favors 105). They argue that these people still have the tendencies of racism and therefore view the language in disgust rather than appreciating it as form of communication of people who are of a different colour. The whites and the blacks have had a strained relationship since the colonial times due to the issues of slavery and racism and this has not ended completely. There are still many forms of racism that are shown to the black people as they are considered to be of a lesser race. This is something that is also related to the acceptance of the language as it is viewed to be more of the commoners rather than something that can be used by all. They associate it with poverty and violence and this has posed a big challenge in terms of the dialect being accepted as a language. The proponents of this, therefore, feel that the black people should not be discriminated but rather the people who speak it and the language itself need to be respected and appreciated by all the people in the world.
The supporters also believe that the dialect has already broken the boundaries in which it was being used and is currently being used in other parts of the world. The globalization that has taken place across the world has greatly influenced the way people interact and this has largely contributed to the language spreading far from the places in which they originated from. There are people who get fascinated with how the language is being spoken and thus strive to learn how to speak the same. This has seen them transferring the knowledge that they have regarding the language to their original homeland and thus force other people to speak the same in order for them to understand each other. It is not uncommon to hear of people in other countries apart from America trying to imitate this dialect. This shows that it is something that is loved and people seek to utilize it due to the assumptions that it is associated with power and superiority that is normally the case of the United States. The fact that people in different areas are striving to know it should be seen as a positive thing and that is should be recognized as a form of language.
There are also those who are against the recognition of Ebonics as a form of language. They believe that Ebonics should only be used by the black people amongst themselves rather than being used on everyone. They argue that is a form of retrogressive language that can only be associated with violence and other criminal activities rather than one that can stand the tests of standard language (Ndemanu 25) The people associated with the language are viewed engage in this activities and thus they feel that they should not be told to accept the language in any way. They would rather stick to the normal English than attempt in any way to learn and use the language just in order to be able to enhance interaction across the society that they are living in.
The opponents of this dialect also argue that the dialect is only common among the black people and therefore it should only be used by themselves. They view the language of being more a vernacular dialect than a standard language that can be used and recognized across various places. In stating their argument, Ebonics can only be related to other forms of vernacular languages that are prevalent in most societies across the world. These languages are only confined to the areas in which certain people who understand and speak the language are located and one may be forced to look either for a translator to understand what they are saying whenever he or she visits the place. The dialect cannot be used everywhere as the world contains different people of different languages and thus it would be improper to give the dialect advantage over the other forms of dialect that are being spoken in the world (Willis 94).  Since they view the language as one that has not reached the international standards of being recognized to be a full language, they feel that it should remain to be a local dialect that the people of black origin can continue to use in their engagement.
They also feel that the dialect lacks many of the important aspects of language that are required for it to be considered as a formal language. It is viewed more as being of a slang rather than a form of language for communication. Most of the people and especially the Europeans view the use of the dialect as more of being in the streets than one that can be used in formal places (Ndemanu 28). It is an American slang as they commonly refer to it and it is utilized by people in the streets and villages who are not fluent native English speakers enough when it comes to the spoken English language. They believe that these people have corrupted the English version due to their inadequacies in speaking the Standard English and therefore should not be given a chance to propagate the broken English. They argue that the recognition of the dialect language is bound to create a lot of problems in terms of the English language and communication as people will be forced to communicate in a manner that is ethically and morally wrong. The lack of key aspects of the dialect is bound to influence the normal Standard English and this will, in the long run, cause a distortion in the way the English language needs to be spoken. The potential influence that it has and which has been seen in various parts is something to worry about and therefore it is important that this is checked to prevent the loss of the correct form of the English language.
In my view, it is important that Ebonics is recognized as a language. This is due to the fact that all dialects in the world are unique in their own nature and thus should be respected in the form in which they are. It is wrong to point to a particular language as one that meets the standards of language while dismissing others. The society that we are currently living in contains different people of unique and diverse cultures. The language used in communication by all this people needs to be respected and appreciated as they represent the values that the cultures hold. 
Standard English that is recognized is spoken and appreciated in its form due to the benefits that it gives to the people that speak and understand it. Ebonics should also be accorded the same respect as it has its own uniqueness that represents the value of the people who speak and understand it. The people who speak the language cherish and value the language as it represents a symbol of who they are and how they are different from the other languages that are being spoken in the world. It is unfair to equate the language to violence since there are many areas in the world that the language is not spoken and which experience high levels of crime and violence. These areas communicate in a language that is totally different from the Ebonics language and therefore to relate the same to violence and crime is morally wrong and uncalled for.
The language has also been used severally by the African Americans and this has gone further to define how they are (Favors 106). This has been manifested in the schools that they go to in which the students and the lecturers frequently communicate in Ebonics as they undertake their learning activities. That fact that they are used to it makes it difficult to do away with it and only inform them to use the Standard English. This has seen some of the universities accepting the use of the language in their institutions as the students grow up knowing and using the language every day and thus it is something that is deeply rooted in them. They believe that the students would be able to grasp knowledge more and have a better understanding of what the lecturers teach through the use of the language that they are more familiar with and which they find it easy to communicate. Therefore Ebonics is a language in its own right and thus should be accepted and recognized by all people regardless of the language that they themselves are speaking
Conclusion
Ebonics has evolved over the years since the time it started to be used by the descendants of the slave trade. The language has withstood several challenges that it has faced and developed into a language that is commonly used by people and especially those of the black origin. The debates that have been there in regards to whether it is a language or not need to be stopped since there is no measurable standard of defining a language that people can claim to have and which they can use to dispute Ebonics as a form of language. All that people need to do is to accept the fact that the society has different forms of languages that represent different views and cultures and which need to be respected by all. This will ensure that the people speaking Ebonics language are not discriminated in any way and that they are valued and appreciated for the uniqueness that their language gives them over others. This will ensure that people in the society live in harmony and with respect to the different languages that the people have.
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