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An electoral system refers to the while process which is used for governing elections in a nation even the electoral laws, methods used in the management of election as well as the actual casting of the votes.  It involves the opinion on candidates as well as political parties as well as how the votes that are casted are translated into seats. Therefore an electoral system is composed of the guidelines of mediation which the electoral law established between votes and representation (Cox, 2006). The Electoral system is composed on the constituency which is the geographic unit of translation of the votes into seats; the electoral formula method of votes into seats; if they are barriers of election; and the method of expression of vote.
There are several factors that should be considered when developing an electoral system. An effective electoral system is expected to enhance the representation of the main interests in a political system. This aids in ensuring that none of the groups takes over the rest. An electoral system should allow inclusiveness through making it possible for even small parties to be represented, this may encourage the creation of various forms of political parties. An electoral system should as well be understood by the voters it is to enhance effective as well as effective participation by the electorate in the electoral procedure. Some electoral systems tend to be complex as others tend to be simple to be understood. Complex electoral system can disfranchise a number of potential voters. This issue can be handled through civic education. Basically the voters should have the ability to understand the electoral system which they are needed to make use of in electing their representatives.
Another key aspect which should be considered is the expense of running the system. This is essential since some electoral system tend to be more costly in comparison to other. The expense of using specific system can be out of reach of a given nation. The aspect of cost should not assumed since this put the electoral process into chaos. In addition, balancing expenses with other considerations should be maintained. It is as well essential to recall that there is no electoral system which is perfect. Thus it is essential to keep into consideration the peculiarities of a nation prior to developing an electoral system for it. This may involve the political history of the nation, the form of its people in regard to literacy rates, ethnic composition cultural as well as religious diversity, and the type of other social force which is in need of representation with other factors. 
Having identified the main factors that should be considered for an effective electoral system. There are various categories of electoral systems. There are the majoritarian systems, proportional representation systems and the semi-proportional representation systems. The majoritarian systems refer to where the candidate obtains the greatest votes numbers cast in an election in comparison to other wins the seat and therefore gets to be the representative of the constituency. This system tends to have a number of variants based on the method implemented in order to identify the winner. 
Proportional representation electoral system is another form of electoral system. With this system the parliamentary seats are assigned proportionately to the votes that ate cased for every party which wins the constituency seats.  In addition according to this system, a party should get parliamentary seats in proportion to its share of the accumulative vote. Therefore incase a party gets 10% of the votes that were casted during an election to a parliament of 90 seats, the party will be given 9 seats. Mainly the system function in context in which the nation is segmented into a countrywide electoral unit. This system is based on the belief that an election may result to or generate a parliament which mirrors the desires of the nations. It aims ate minimizing the disparity in representation of several groups as well as interests in the community.
The third main type of electoral system is the semi proportional representation.  This system integrates a number of elements from the majoritarian system and those of the proportional representation system.  The main goal for the system is to increase the benefits of every system while minimizing the issues of each. The competition that is involved in this system comprises of parties. The system has the ability to allow coalitions. In most cases, the weaker parties tends to step down and support the stronger party if the two parties have more similarities. The voters tend to have the freedom to splint his or her votes since they have the right to vote for various parties as well as candidates. Every voter has a chance to vote twice each day. 
The importance of electoral systems can be perceived from various perspectives. They are essential political tools which are used in determining the electoral results. It can be used on determining the party that gets to power as well as policies that should be pursued. It can as well affect a number of aspects of a nation’s political life. It can as well be used by various political actors to undermine one another or to enhance some interests. The electoral results is based on the electoral system that is being used. In this review we shall identify the election system used in Kuwait in comparison to the European Nations’ election system (National Democratic Institute, 2010).
Election System in European Nation
With the European nations, election are carried after every five years by all individuals that are above the age of 18 years. The elections with the European nations tend to serve up to 400 million people. The Election system implemented by the European nations is believed to be the 2nd best democratic global elections. The electoral plans are based on national provisions which tend to highly differ. The electoral system can therefore be believed to be a polymorphic electoral system. All the member states have the role of making using of a system that depends on proportional representation.
The people that are expected to vote in the European nations should be above the age of 18 except for some nations such as Austria and Malta where they tend to allow 16 years and Greece where they allow 17 years. Voting is compulsory in the five member’s states that comprises of Belgium, Bulgaria, Luxembourg, Cyprus and Greece. The obligation to vote is applied to the nationals and registered non-national EU citizens. The people from the union who are not official don’t have the right to take part in voting of the European Parliament in the state of residence in identical needs as nations. However, this idea differs from a single member state to the other. Some of the nation need the votes to have the power as normal residence in the electoral territory to be brought out in the population register. In order to be allowed to vote in some countries, EU citizens are required to meet the needs in a limited while of residence. The citizens from other nations are needed to register few days before the election. 
About all the member states enable the possibilities of voting from other countries in European voting. The citizens are needed to register using their national electoral authority so as to be allowed to take part in the election from abroad through post or through the use of the embassy. With some member states, the postal vote can be carried out in embassies. In addition most of the member states come up with major plans for the diplomats and also military personnel that are serving in other nation. Giving the chance to vote in the host nations and the individual in the nations of origin may result to abuse. Therefore these nations are needed to make sure that double voting in elections does not take place rather the elections should be effective, efficient and also proportionate. 
Basically each citizen of the union has the right to vote and to vie as a candidate at elections to the European Parliament in the EU country where he or she resides, with similar restrictions as nationals of that nation. The members of the European parliament can be elected by direct universal suffrage in a free as well as confidential ballot. The EU nations manage the way the elections are conducted based on their laws as well as voting culture and they are required to do so in a ways which is compatible with the basic laws of the EU. With regard to the right to vote and vie for a seat for the EU citizens that live in the EU nation that is not their country of origin, there are a number of guidelines that are applied. Some of the main restrictions that are applied include: one cannot vote in more than a single EU nation in one European election. This is termed to be a criminal offence (European Commission, n.d.). National governments may as well as set a minimum period of stay for the EU national to take part in the elections. 
In addition, some political parties and political groups have the right to provide the nominations. With other member states, nominations can be provided if they are introduced by the needed signature number and also electors while with some instance a deposit may be required.  Though there are several common rule on the elections, some of the element tend to differ by nations. The election days can as well differ. The elections mainly begin on a Thursday and end on Sunday when majority of the nation’s hold their elections. The number of members that are elected in every nation relies on the size of the population with small nations acquiring more seats in comparison to strict proportionality would bring out. Today the number of MEPs varies from six for Malta, Luxembourg as well as Cyprus to 96 for Germany (European Parliament, n.d). Elections are consented by national political parties though once MEPs are elected.
With regard to the review, the European nations have the ability to promote fair, effective as well as efficient elections so as to meet their main objective of democracy international’s mission. Political parties carry out an important role in a democracy representing the voter’s wishes, designing initiatives and also expressing the desires of the people in the political system. Nevertheless, the voting rules for the election of the European representative tend to differ with regard to EU this makes each member state to be free to choose it system (Freedom House, 2021). The degree of transparency of lists and effective elections thresholds. Increased harmonization of electoral guidelines in Europe my prevent disunity, providing similar guides for registration of candidate as well as parties. Similar voting rights and minimizing the election thresholds. 
The European voting systems is affected by three main factors. First there is insufficient unified voting system in European Union, the voting methods being used and lack of enough European parties. The European Union nations don’t have the capability to be aligned with the unified voting system for the election of the members of the European parliaments. Therefore the member states organize election in regard to their national rules with a number of principles: the system should be a type of proportional representation on the partly list or the single transferable vote system.  The electoral area can be segmented and it may not affect the proportional form of the electoral system. EU voting system have insufficient official voting technique. The main principle mainly state that member states should make use of proportional representation form under the party list and also the single transferable vote system. The European union don’t have the appropriate European parties.  
Kuwait Election System
Kuwait tends to be a constitutional monarchy, however the Amir enjoys great deal and effective method of leadership. The Amir is expected to appoint the government that has a minority of seats in the elected parliament. The parliament is required to oversee, scrutinize and also manage the functioning of the government. Since Kuwait is signatory to the international covenant on civil and political rights and believes that it is compliant with the article 25 that identifies the rights of citizens to take part in public affairs. 
After independence the Kuwaiti constitution was ratified in 1962 and a democratic election system was introduced (Salem, 2007). It allowed citizen to elect representative through the general as well as direct elections. Nonetheless this method was considered to be ineffective since the nation was partitioned into constituencies. It prevents the executive from managing the boundaries of electoral partitions. 
Additionally, Kuwait tends to be complex due to the various distinction features which include urban or tribal, islamist or secular and Sunni or Shi’a. The family affiliations are as well considered. Nevertheless, Kuwaiti parliament doesn’t identify the importance of political parties thus societal differences aren’t considered into a political party. Elections are contested by independent nonparty candidates though the political perspectives of candidates and basically known to the voters. MPs tend to manage their elections and policy goals in informal parliamentary blocs. However, since the political arena isn’t effectively demarcated the essentiality of the people’s socio-religious political identities in political life is not easy to quantify in comparison to other nations. The idea of political parties is not perceived positively by the Kuwaitis due to the one-party regimes in Syria. They do not know about the positive aspects associated with political parties.
Kuwait has a well-known history of competitive elections. There is increase in confidence in the honesty of the electoral process. The elections are under the control of the ministry of the interior and the ministry of judiciary. The role that is played by the ministries are not brought out in the law. The judiciary as well has the role of providing the guidelines followed during the voting. During elections, the election committees are established. They are composed of one member from the judiciary that is selected by the minister of justice, a member chosen by the member of interior as well as about 15 candidate representatives. Based on the law, the person who is selected by the ministry of justice plays the role of the head of the committees (Al-Remaidhi, & Watt, 2012).. The people that are chosen to participate in the poling committees by the ministry of justice can be male while people chosen by the ministry of interior can be male or female. Kuwait majors on the impartiality of the lections administration programs. 
In Kuwait Election, ladies now have the right to vote as well as vie for seats during election. They can now participate in parliament election. They have taken part in two parliament election in which there were about 10% candidates who were female. However, there was no female that was elected in the parliamentary elections.  The electoral system of Kuwait tends to be inconvenient for the ladies. In most cases the women tend to fare well in proportional list based on electoral systems which they can get seats even when they are on the top line of the partly list. The increased costs related with election in Kuwait are a liability for the female candidate given that the women have reduced monetary capability in comparison to the gents (Ghabra, 2014).
In regard to the election law, elections in Kuwait are conducted for the national assembly as well as the municipality. Kuwait was partitioned into five districts in the national assembly elections between 1963 and 1975. This is perceived to be unconstitutional. This is due to the inequality of the voters between constituencies. This has a major effect on the electoral system.  The division of constituencies differentiate between citizens conflicts with the provisions of the constitution. Similarly, the elections Acts aids in determining that each elector has four votes since the elector doesn’t therefore the vote for the ten seats assign to their constituency. 
The nation’s voting system in 2012 was based on 2005 youth movement campaign for electoral reform when the government as well as the parliament agreed to partition the nation into five constituencies and provide every voter with four votes. A number of election were conducted in regard to this plan till the national authority found out that it would generate forces, far above its management and risked a legislature which may legalize political parties and get power in the executive’s cost. 
Conclusion
Kuwait is required to reform its voting system. If the nation does not come up with an effective reform, the nation’s opposition has the possibility of pressing with its activism using peaceful meetings. The chance to change the government through peaceful methods, has given the youths the urge to continue pushing the political class in parliament as well as the public toward change. The constitution that was adopted in 1962 by Kuwait gives Amir wide ranging powers. Though the constitution does not provide maximum democracy, it brings up an effective polity that is more democratic in comparison to other Arabian nations. This is based on the need for consent based use of political power during one of the periods that Iraq claimed Kuwait as an integral portion of its territory; the liberal intentions of the Amir as well as the need for political representation by the urban elite.  However its system of government is not democratic as expected. This has ineffectively the functioning as well as the stability of the executive as well as legislative branches.
Recommendations
Kuwait should consider implementing several reforms so as to enhance the condition of the electoral system. The approach used to count votes should be reformed. The details in the vote count as well as accumulation can be enhanced and organized in an approach that enables all the candidates to be present. The election administration should determine the outcome of the polling stations. The election law should develop a legal deadline which the final official election results should be determined. In addition, the voting age at 21 and above doesn’t seem to be aligned with other provision for instance being allowed to marry as well as own a driving license at the age of 18 years. They should thus consider reducing the vote age to 18.
Similarly, the rights and also the duties of candidate during the election time should be controlled. Since finances tend to play a major part in Kuwait election, it can be important to come up with monetary guideline based on campaigns. Effective voting techniques which enable those that don’t have the capability to travel to the polling station should be considered. This may aid in improving fairness of election to the people. 
Determining equality between democracy and the identity and the role of the royal family based on the constitution can be attained through parliamentary government. Moving to a political parity can improve the protection of personal as well as minority rights. This may aid in the establishment of independent judiciary as well as the right of people to move to court in case of abuse. In case the government does not initiate effective reforms, the nation’s opposition has the possibility of pressing on to activism using peaceful gatherings as well as demonstrations. 
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