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You begin with writing an introduction to your project. Don’t give it a heading “Introduction”.  Do state exactly what you want to study. Why is it a topic worth studying (explain if you are comfortable why you have chosen this topic)? (hint) Please make sure that you double space this entire proposal using a 12 point font and 1 inch margins. Yes, I didn’t do that for this template, but please do this when you write your proposal. Remember, you are reading this template once. I won’t even begin to discuss the number of the proposals that I will be reading after the term ends. Be kind to your prof….double space.

Literature Review
This is where you discuss the “big ideas” that others have said about your topic. Do not list articles here (that becomes an annotated bibliography). What you want to do it pick key themes that researchers have discussed about your topic. Identify those themes and then compare/contrast what your authors have said. You do not have to use each and every article, but you should use most of the articles that you list in your reference section. When you discuss the articles, make sure that you use in-text citation in APA style. If you do not know how to do this, go to the ESC library home page and go to the APA style page. 

(hint: go to the research journal in Module 2. You identified 3 key themes that you found from your annotated bibliography. Use these 3 themes and develop these paragraphs for a more complete discussion of the themes.)

Methodology
This is the “meat” of your proposal. (Hint: if you are using a quantitative approach, review your research journal from module 3. If you are using a qualitative approach, review your research journal from module 4.)

Here are the subtopics that you should cover:

Subjects for study:  Identify your subjects for study. Who or what are you studying (identify the unit of analysis)? First, describe your population. Then discuss how you will select your sample. If you are using a qualitative approach, you can use snowball, reliance upon available subjects or purposive. If you are using a quantitative approach, you need to use a probability sampling method: random, systematic, stratified, multistage cluster.

Ethical considerations: There are 4 considerations that you should address: 

1. Voluntary participation: Have your subjects agreed to participate? Have they been told that they may withdraw at any time? I would suggest that you include a consent form as an appendix to your proposal. 

2. No harm: Clearly discuss how your research may impact your subjects. What methods have you taken to alleviate this risk of harm.

3. Anonymity and Confidentiality: Discuss how you will provide this to your subjects.
Approach: What research approach will you use? 
Data Collection Methods:  How will you collect your data (e.g. survey, experimental, observation, interview, focus groups, photoelicitation)? If you are planning to use surveys, interviews or focus groups, include a list of questions and informed consent as appendices.
Analyses: What type of analysis do you plan to use (e.g. correlation, regression, content analysis, grounded theory)?  Why have you selected this analysis? 

Reporting:  How will you tell the world about your findings (e.g. articles in peer reviewed journals, a book, conference presentation)?
References: (make sure that they are in APA style!)
Appendices: Include your informed consent and interview questions here.
