“Emptiness” (Śūnyatā)
Mahāyāna scriptures emphasize that objects (physical, non-physical--everything) have no intrinsic reality (svabhāva); they are empty (śūnya) of reality. All objects are merely conceptual entities. Emptiness of the self is taught in early Buddhism (as we have already encountered in the doctrine of no self, but Mahāyāna teaches that all reality is inherently empty. Read this great explanation of emptiness: https://www.huffpost.com/entry/emptiness-most-misunderstood-word-in-buddhism
One of the reasons why emptiness became emphasized in Mahāyāna Buddhism is because an earlier type of Buddhist literature known as the Abhidharma (the third "basket" of Buddhist scriptures) taught that phenomena are reduced down to small particles called dharmas. Read my handout on this: Handout on Abhidharma — Buddhism. Mahāyāna scholars considered the teaching of these particles to be problematic since they presumed some level of stability or "realness."

