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Today, engineers are faced with more issues in their field than just designing and building infrastructure. They are to ensure that they guarantee the safety of their workers. They are also tasked with ensuring they protect the environment by adhering to the set rules and regulations. With such issues surrounding the engineering field, it is expected that engineering projects will take longer periods than expected and thus using a lot of resources. A pedestrian foot bridge constructed at Florida International University is a perfect engineering project that sheds light into the ethical issues surrounding the field of engineering. The project illustrates how engineers have failed to observe their code of ethics and what the field of engineering requires them to accomplish.
One of the issues in regards to this project pertains to engineers ensuring the safety of the public by ensuring they construct infrastructure that is of high quality. At the centre of discussion after this bridge collapsed was the issue of the design of the bridge. The National Transportation and Safety Board report concluded that engineers were to blame for the design errors which led to the collapse of the bridge (Viglucci, 2018). It is said that the plans and calculations done by the engineers assigned on the project were not into perfection. The engineers had missed by a margin of some calculations. This was in the initial stages of the constructions process.
[bookmark: _GoBack] Another issue that comes into play pertains to the engineers not doing something about the cracks that were observed before the bridge collapsed. A report by the Miami Herald noted that the National Transport and Safety Board (NTSB) was not willing to give a full detail of the cracks observed in the bridge before it collapsed (Viglucci, 2018). Miami Herald noted that NTSB wanted to prevent evidence of the cracks from entering the public domain. To cover up the issue of the cracks on the bridge, a crew was sent out to tighten steel support rods. This allowed pedestrians to continue using the bridge and that is what led to the weakening of the bridge and eventually collapsed.         
Therefore, all the issues noted above raise some ethical concerns in the field of engineering. One of the ethical issues surrounding this project pertains to engineers holding safety paramount. According to Canon 1 of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) code of ethics, engineers are expected to hold paramount the safety, health and welfare of the public. In performing their duties, engineers should approve projects that when accomplished should not pose a danger to the general public. The engineers who were assigned this project failed from the start by making errors in their calculations. After the completion of the project, the bridge had cracks which the engineers also did not act upon them on time. They allowed traffic to continue flowing under the bridge even though there were cracks on the bridge. The engineers, therefore, acted unethically. They acted in manner that put the lives of people in danger. In fact, their unethical behavior led to the death of six people and ten other injuries. There act was in violation of the code of ethics that govern the conduct of engineers at their job.
Another ethical issue surrounding this project pertains to issuing true statements. Canon 3 of ASCE Code of ethics calls on engineers to issue public statements in an objective and truthful manner. Engineers are supposed to issue truthful reports, statements, or testimony. Relevant information should be included in these reports and provided to the public. According to The Miami Herald, the NTSB, a body comprised of engineers, failed to provide information regarding the cracks observed on the bridge before the bridge collapsed. NTSB did not allow this information to leak to the public in the fear that it would tarnish its reputation. The engineering body was afraid that the engineers would be questioned of their competence at job. The report managed to leak to the public through the efforts of the Florida International University. This shows that engineers failed to act in an ethical manner as required of them by the ASCE code of ethics.  
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