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Read this paper and answer the questions set out below. Answer each of these questions separately, illustrating each answer with examples from the paper. You will lose marks for any answers that are not illustrated by reference to the paper. 
The word limit is 1500 but you should make sure each answer is clear and concise. 
1. Name the type of study design used in the paper. What aspects of the study 
design in the paper illustrate the definition of this type of study design? 
2. Outline five strengths of this type of study design, illustrating your answer by reference to the study in the paper. 
3. Outline five weaknesses of this type of study design, illustrating your answer by reference to the study in the paper. 
4. What is meant by odds ratio (OR)? Choose one value for OR from the paper and explain what it means. 
5. Explain how the OR you quoted in answer to question 4 was calculated, using the information presented in the paper. 
6. What is meant by the confidence interval for an OR? Illustrate your answer with an example from the paper. 
7. What is the meaning of p for trend (p-trend)? Illustrate your answer with an example from the paper. 
8. For a given analysis of an exposure versus the risk of colon cancer, why is it possible for the p-trend to be statistically significant but all the individual ORs to be non-significant? Illustrate your answer with an example from the paper. 
9. Explain why some OR differ between different analytical models, illustrating your answer with examples from the paper. How do you interpret such differences in OR? 
10.Which dietary factor or factors showed a consistent association with risk of colorectal cancer in this paper and in which direction was the association? 
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