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Contagion, an Epitome of Epidemiology
I have watched quite some epidemiology related movies, but no one has ever moved me and taken me aback like Contagion. To offer just a sneak peek of the film, it all starts when Beth Emhoff returns from her trip to Hong Kong and dies from the flu at her home in Chicago or from some infection. Her son dies later the same day from the suspected infection but her husband, Clark survives and becomes a subject study by the U.S Centers for Disease Control (CDC). However, the type of the infection is not readily identifiable as similar cases are reported in Japan and a small village in London (Soderbergh, 2011). The virus, at this point now named Es by the CDC doctors and those from World Health Organization (WHO), is so geometrically spreading and a race against it by finding the cure is experienced worldwide since if it cannot be discovered then extinct of the human race is in the offing.  
In Contagion, there are several epidemiological themes that are presented. The first one is disease Infectious Disease Dynamics. The first day on two people die, in the next few days four people die and then 16 people are reportedly dead in the next coming few days in the movie. By the end of three months, close to a billion people die and the numbers keep on rising. The second theme is the role of health professionals in research and health control. In this case, the CDC and the WHO are in constant research which includes testing and taking of samples to discover the disease virus from all parts of the world that hit by the disease. Dr, Ellis Cheever in the movie says that it is better that health professionals overreact to the disease than have people dying because they (doctors) did not do enough (Soderbergh, 2011). 
The other salient issues in the movie are the rift between clinicians and the public health sector. While in a real sense such occurrences are very pronounced, in the movie both private and public health sectors work hand in hand to provide the solution to the outbreak. Also, the role of social media and healthcare is evident in the movie which makes a significant epidemiology movie of all time. Blogger Krumwiede sensationalizes the effects of Forsythia drug which provides an alternative treatment to the epidemic as well as provides dire warnings to the masses about the drug. The masses link the warning to Forsythia insufficiency to its rationing, and there is a public outcry for the provision of Forsythia. These themes provide enough characteristics that give Contagion as an epidemiology disease. 
There are several reasons which make us choose Contagion as one of the movies that can be classified as epidemiologic. The reasons underscore the critical epidemiologic events that are in the discourse of the movie. The main reasons that the movie effects of the disease in the movie are so massive that the governments and hospitals cannot contain them. Additionally, in the era of technology and the use of the internet is the order of the day, information sharing in times of epidemics like the one shown in Contagion relies heavily on social media (Soderbergh, 2011). Fallacies and false beliefs are propagated through these kinds of media and therefore are likely to mislead those who rely on them for information. Also, it also shows the efforts that are done by professional doctors to look for the solution. In this case, heroic efforts must be made while precaution is also being taken by the doctors not to contract the disease. 
In summary, Contagion is one of the movies that express the extent to which medical professionals can go to contain epidemic diseases that break in the world. Diseases like Ebola in West Africa, Malaria in Sub-Saharan Africa and the worldwide stress of HIV/AIDS are major diseases that have seen movies acted on them. World War Z also reveals the extents epidemics can go in affecting the health of the populace but Contagion is a masterpiece as the movies express concerted efforts from stakeholders to contain the aggravating situation. 
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