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“What the Black Man Wants” Analysis
The Reconstruction period was a failure to the black people because most parts of America especially in the Southern region rejected all forms of equality and construction. In fact, segregation was still practiced in many regions in America. And this fueled efforts by the black people to champion for their rights in the American society. Fredrick Douglas was among the few black people who were very vocal in demanding for equality for the black people. In fact, during this period of the Reconstruction, Douglas made a famous speech at the annual meeting of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society in 1865. In the speech titled “What the Black Man Wants”, Fredrick Douglas made several demands which all aimed to persuade people towards equal treatment of races and civil rights for the black people. 
One of the things that Douglas demanded was government action to secure land. In the era of the Reconstruction, the government had abolished slavery. This meant that black people were slowly integrating in society dominated by the whites. They started to own property which previously belonged to their masters. Therefore, Douglas used this opportunity to call on the government to allow the black people to own land. Even though the black people had started to enjoy some freedom, they found it hard to fully integrate with the whites. And therefore, they wanted to have their own land to raise their families just like anyone else in America. 
Douglas also demanded for the black rights to vote. Douglas openly says in the third paragraph of his speech, “I do not agree with this” (paragraph 3, line 3). when talking about the objection of the premature Negro’s rights to suffrage. The blacks had for a long time been denied the right to choose their leaders. In the speech, Douglas also pointed out why they needed to vote. He says that they needed to vote, first, because it was their right. Furthermore, they wanted to vote as a means of educating the black people. It was a platform on which the blacks could educated on various issues concerning their freedom. And therefore, they needed it. He also championed for women rights to vote too. Women had long been left out the building of society. And it was a high time for them to get justice. 
Fredrick Douglas also demanded for civil equality for black Americans. And this is what Douglas emphasized in his speech. He wanted all races to be treated equally. He wanted the blacks to enjoy the right to public education. He said “if you see the black man on his way to school let him alone and don’t disturb him” (paragraph 5, line 11). He demanded for the right to use public facilities. He said “if you see a black man going to the dinner-table at a hotel let him go” (paragraph 5, line 12). Generally, he demanded for equal rights and freedoms to all the people and social groups. I think Douglas felt the need to make these demands in order to realize a society which embraced equality. Before he made these demands, the black community had gone through a tough time in the American society dominated by the white people. They had literally been denied many rights, which were to be given to them as free people in American society. And therefore, it was a high time they were treated as equal members of society. This is why Douglas made this speech: to demand for equal rights for all people in America. 
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