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[bookmark: _GoBack]Feminist Analysis of ERIN BROCKOVICH
Feminism can be described as a belief that men and women should have equal rights and opportunities. Also, women are able to do anything that men can do if not better, and this is portrayed in the film Erin Brockovich whose main character, Erin, is played by Julia Roberts. From the film, one gets the opinion that women can do anything even with the stereotypical need for conformity that society puts on them and the unnecessary limiting element of female sexuality in their lives. Women are judged continuously from a male perspective, and this comes from both men as well as other women, just like Erin’s colleagues judged her from her dressing style. Also, she had lost her case because of the assumption people had of her as a sexually promiscuous woman who deserved nothing better (Brockovich, 2019). Unfortunately, this cannot be said for a man who has children with two different women, but Erin’s case is the same, yet she is judged for it.
The movie Erin Brockovich was an American biographical comedy-drama that touched on both trial and legal drama and was produced with a budget of 51 million US dollars. The film has a worldwide distribution range and runs for 131 minutes. It is the story of Erin Brockovich, a woman in a tight spot because, following a car accident which was not her fault, she pleads with her attorney to hire her at his law firm. It is because she is unemployed and is having trouble finding a job hence browbeats her attorney to hire her as compensation for losing the accident case. Erin, in her first case, stumbles upon some medical files that have been placed in real estate files, and she is allowed to investigate further. She later discovers a cover-up that involves contaminated water in a local community causing highly destructive illnesses among its residents. A series of events initiated by Erin then involves her law firm in one of the unprecedented class-action lawsuits in American history. She single-handedly brings down the California power company even though she did not attend law school and would have been considered unable to do what she did (Febrianti, 2017).
The narrative of this film is controlled by Erin, who is the main character, a kind-hearted woman who is merely trying to provide for her family as she is a single mother with three children. The film zeroes down to a woman’s voyage of self-discovery as she decides to pursue a passionate conviction that a serious wrong must be made right. Being a woman in a society that downplays what women can do works in her favor and at the same time against her. Women are represented as being unable to do certain jobs, and this is portrayed when Ed fires Erin on the assumption that she was out having fun. Still, it turns out she was doing research on the case (Universal pictures, 2000). Female sexuality is also a gender artifact in the film, and this forms a big part of how women are represented wearing low cut blouses and tight miniskirts. It shows that they are second to men as they are only seen for their beauty and not what they can offer.
 Women play a significant role in the film and tremendously affect the course of the plot, and the characters in this film interact with each other frequently through their gaze (Skorin-Kapov, 2019). The main character proves she can do anything as she is a tough single mother out to confront a big corporation in a man’s world that has abused and exploited her. Females in this film are active and succeed because they believe in their capabilities to do better, which changes their identity throughout the film. It is seen in the way Erin’s colleagues start to respect her, and Ed does not challenge her when she leads negotiations. The film passes the Bechdel test by meeting all three criteria of the test. It can be proven in the fact that Erin talks to a lot of female characters who are mostly women affected by water poisoning. Moreover, Erin Brockovich and Donna are examples of two named female characters in the film who help the plot in a way that makes them stand out.
Erin decided to take up a job to provide for her family, and this limits the time she spends with her children, who resent her for it. It, however, portrays her as an independent and strong woman who provides for her family regardless of the society's stereotypical view that only men can adequately provide for their families. In certain instances, however, Erin is treated as an object of gaze, but she finds ways to use this to her advantage in order to get what she wants, which is, of course, positive. The costumes and makeup in this film are realistic and portray instances of everyday life, whether in the workplace or at home (Skorin-Kapov, 2019). Erin was judged based on the way she dressed in a provocative way, and while the women in the office got offended for this, the men observed her as an object of voyeuristic pleasure. When Ed was rehiring her, he admits that he fired her because he had thought she was out having fun, and this shows his skewed view of her.
As Erin gets more involved in the case, she changes the way she dresses and starts wearing nicer clothes, which makes her be viewed from a dominant point of view. Even the women at the office begin to respect her not because she began wearing nicer clothes but because they realize she is doing a great job in the case of confronting the big corporation. Even though she was called uneducated and her clothing considered provocative, the value Erin provokes is not based on sex appeal or her appearance but rather on the excellent work she does. The costumes have been employed in the film to signify not only different attitudes but also status. All this was not expected because of the view people had of her when she started working at the firm, little was expected of her and Ed had thought she would mess up (Universal pictures, 2000).
It is indicated when he tells her that she would get fired if she did something wrong. The film does not create an objectification of women and, in contrast, champions for the sharing of experiences between men and women. One thing stressed in this film is that even as men and women need to be equal, women should be able to do something they like, such as wearing tight skirts without being objectified. It is because regardless of appearance, women are capable of so much more just like men are. From the film, one can notice that the goal is not to make women equal to men but rather to give both men and women equal opportunities and rights. Whoever thrives in such environments should be congratulated for their individual efforts, but it is wrong to downplay women in film and society as coming second to men. The film has great video quality and good lighting, which is further complemented by characters who fit well into their roles.
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