
 What is Creativity?    

Min 2 pages (60 points) 

 

Part 1:  

Look at the list in the following attachment of characteristics of 
creativity: 1-5, number 1 being Associating 

I am adding one more: Taking Risks.  

Part 2:  

a. Choose two of those on the list: how you feel they factor 
into why that might make someone an artist. 

 

b. Read the article below 

Part 3: Then:  

Explain how your two choices apply to the picture below by 
Romare Bearden 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 Rocket to The Moon    
 

Rocket to the Moon (1971) is a serious intervention by Romare Bearden into the visual 

life of technology. His juxtaposition not only suspends and grafts seemingly 

disparate lived experiences, but he also effectively draws out lines of criticism with 

his sharp blade. Here, we are invited to meditate on two simultaneous movements: 

space travel and the makings of the urban ghetto. The technological advancements 

and cold war political campaigns that are represented in what is called the “space 



race” also index a disproportion in government funding and a literal kind of white 

flight. This linkage between the extraterrestrial frontier and another kind of highness 

seem to suggest a that there is escape-hatch or momentary relief to be found in the 

joint. But such a flight is met with a red light and sharp left into a unsteady structure 

filled with screams and moans that are nevertheless drowned out by the rockets roar. 

(If only we can make sense of the black panther watching over the scene.) Still, there 

is much to ask: where is technological progress articulated? How do we take 

seriously the relationship between technology and black culture, especially when 

images such as this suggest that there was already something black about space 

travel well before Arnaldo Tamayo Méndez and Guoin Stewart Bluford, Jr. arrived on 

the scene? And lastly, how does the gravity of this scene–the push and pull of 

poverty and national pride–augment the social work of technology? These are just 

provisional questions, of course. 

 
 


