Truncated Outline: Essay One

I. Thesis: The narrator’s language denotes Gregor and Grete’s power as contrived, as they are each consigned to an identity and position that signifies a feeble and objectified state.  
II. Discuss the implications of words that signify a dichotomy in power.  For instance, on page 6, the narrator asks: “What if Gregor reported in sick?” (Kafka 6). In this example, you would consider the implications of the proper noun Gregor and the implications of the word sick.  What does the word sick signify in reference to Gregor’s power? 
III. Discuss the implications of the language that demonstrates a literal and sinister significance as it pertains to the exploitation of the working class.  Consider page 38 in the text, and the revelation of the wasteland.  
IV. Discuss the implications of the language that signifies Grete’s relegated state.  She is often referred to using a pronoun, such as she, or is referred to as an indication of her function, for instance, daughter or sister.  The words signify her diminutive power and thereby identity as subsumed by the power of the patriarch.  In this paragraph, you will evaluate the text in consideration of feminist criticism. 
V. Discuss the implications of words that signify punishment for transgression that denote rebellion.  For instance, consider the apple that is lodged into Gregor’s back. 
VI. Discuss the implication of language that describes a human as non-human.  For instance, Gregor is referred to as “monstrous verminous bug” and “it”; Grete is described as a brute mare, as she is reduced to a sum of parts.  
VII. Conclusion





