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Literary Analysis: Looper Film

	What if you met yourself in 30 years? Would it not be disastrous for people to make?
travels into the future and explore what awaits them? This is exactly what happens in the film
Looper which presents one character in two different forms “Looper" released in 2013 presents one of the best films of the 21st century (Keith and Staskiewicz 9). It was written and directed by Ryan Johnson who produced Johnson’s two films. However, the film is not only confined to the criminal activities that happen around us but also brings out the notion of technology and its drawbacks. There are tremendous technological advancements, and while some are beneficial, others turn out to be very harmful and dangerous. For example, the technology that is outlawed in the movie, time travel, is used to dispose the bodies of the victims. In the film, the future is unforeseeable, “Joe knows that one day his future self will be back for him to kill.” The film portrays the criminal activities that occur in our societies without the criminals being traced. 
[bookmark: _Hlk500668975]	In the contemporary society, there are crimes which occur and go unnoticed. Certain things happen in our society, and they are done with groups of people without the consent of others. “Looper” demonstrates a vital situation in the contemporary world and the conspiracies that have remained unanswered for a long period. Serial killers exist but not only are they used by outlaws but also the government and respectable individuals in the society, like leaders. For instance, in the film, “when they need someone gone, and they want to erase any trace of the target ever existing, they used specialized assassins like [Joe], called loopers” and money incentives were used to make the latter do anything that was required of them. In fact, Joe could not “believe [Joe] let [his] friend get killed for silver” (Joe in Looper). The film itself is a perfect although the science fiction aspects applied in the same make it difficult to directly relate the ideas presented to the contemporary societies we live in. “Time travel is yet to be invented probably 30 years from now, but it will be illegal given that it’s a criminal business that serves the interests of the cartels.” To begin with, serial killers or individuals who carry out mass atrocities against the rest of humanity do it because it is an obligation. Joe's statement demonstrates it, "[Joe] works as a specialized assassin, in an outfit called the Loopers. When my organization from the future wants someone to die, they zap them back to [Joe], and [Joe] eliminate the target from the future. The only rule is: never let your target escape... even if your target is you." Therefore, individual should not cling to anything, for instance, religion to justify criminal activities.
	  Moreover, criminal acts even in this postmodern era are always carried out to fulfill an obligation as stated earlier. As much as crime presents the central theme in the "Looper," there are also other themes explored in the film. The theme of self-importance as demonstrated by Joe. Joe strives to protect his wife from being killed by the rainmaker, and he has to be killed for a young Joe to grow up and kill the Rainmaker as a child (Steven 12). However, this does not work out. Future Joe after realizes that he will not marry his wife to avoid the wife being killed, he hunts for the rainmaker. The series of events that follow after that presents the theme of self-importance. Joe values his happiness so much that in the process of hunting for the Rainmaker he ends up killing children. There is series of murders, and after even murdering children, Joe is not concerned about the crime that he has just committed, but instead in one of the crime scenes he cries for not seeing his wife. His selfishness is also seen in the way he responds to Abe who is from the future and advised him to go to China but in response Joe takes his stands on going to France “I am going to France.”
	 Also, there is moral familism in the instances that the acts of Joe are not morally upright. Any caring father is generally responsible for the wellbeing of their family. Being responsible does not confine one to the boundaries of his family alone but also to that of others within the society. However, Joe's action is contrary to such moral requirements as he conducts a series of murders on children when pursuing his happiness. Moreover, the rainmaker that Joe is trailing is believed to be Cid, the son of his lover Sara. Therefore, this theme depicts the win-lose attitudes that govern people as individuals seek to establish their happiness at the expense of others. Although in other words, Cid might be the son of Sara in some instances, he is seen to be truant and even the cause of pursuing his mother later on. For example, "I'm not going to do what you tell me because you're not my mother,” and this presents a foreshadow of his acts later in future as the rainmaker (Steven 10). 
	  Furthermore, science- fiction and especially the time's travel demonstrates a technological mistake that happens in current societies. The emerging issues in our nations are due to the ever-regressive habit of human nature. "Looper" presents a situation where the society makes similar mistakes all through (Corliss 21). About crime as seen in "Looper," some individuals take advantage of the unknown to run their criminal activities. The syndicate uses the times travel, although outlawed, to run their operations. In regard to the above statement, this is what is affecting the society as the use of technology has been used for malicious benefits. Moreover, it is a fact that government agencies and law enforcers are responsible for millions of criminal activities that claim the lives of people as governments permit the testing of technologies that can be harmful and after that bans it. This is not only confined to technology, but there are policies and even decisions that might end up ruining everything. For instance, many powerful nations have been suspected of developing and testing nuclear warheads, and upon realizing its dangers, they illegalize it. As it is with the time travel, nuclear weapons are technological mistakes in the society, “Time travel has not yet been invented, but 30 years from now, it will have been. I am one of the specialized assassins….when criminal organizations in the future need to be gone, they zap them back to me, and I eliminate the target from the future.”(Joe in Looper). These nuclear weapons are time bombs in waiting which in one way or the other will be used for mass destruction. "Looper" is a film that enables the audience to assess the mistakes that happen in our societies. Human race keeps on stocking weapons with nations having the notion that they are enhancing countermeasures but rather the human race is preparing for a war that they initiate themselves. 
	Besides that, there are the themes of sacrifice. Joe is ready to pay the ultimate price to protect his wife. From the film, Joe is seen killing children, which ruins his reputation in the guise of seeking to protect his love. As a result, the theme of sacrifice is demonstrated for instance, "Then I saw it, a mom that would die for her son, man that would kill for his wife." Although the Rainmaker is well known to be dangerous Joe takes his chances to pursues the individual. The implication here is that, in the society there are people who are willing to pay the ultimate price to protect the general wellbeing of others or to protect what is good even though their lives and everything they value might be at stake, and even Sara acknowledges this when she asks, "You're going to kill this guy, yourself?” (Keith and Staskiewicz 17). Individuals, however, never realize this sacrifice as individuals seek to criticize and condemn the general actions of these people. In the "Looper," the individuals might direct their focus to the murderous acts that Joe committed, but on the other hand, Joe is doing it to protect his wife from being killed. Joe has decided to choose between protecting the life of his wife, and in this case, the choice is a sacrificial one, “show me. As soon as I see her, I’ll walk away. I’ll …. marry someone else.”

	In conclusion, the film portrays the criminal activities that occur in our societies without the criminals being traced. The sub-theme of romance in the film is used in examining the philosophical construct of identity. The theme of morality is demonstrated in Joe's action in his struggles of ensuring the safety of his wife. The sub-theme of romance in the film is used in examining the philosophical construct of identity (Lack 22). Passion is the sole source of the personality that Joe's develops. Some qualities make Joe distinct. On one occasion, Joe might be termed to be caring since he is committed to enhancing the safety of his wife from the Rainmaker and on the other hand, Joe is seen butchering kids as part of his struggles to kill the Rainmaker. The story has clever twists that portray the inconsistencies, “plot holes” that destroys the whole logic of the entire story.
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