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Greek Theaters and Plays
In ancient Greece, the most ever-present structures are the theatres. The theatres in Greece were famous in both the urban and the countryside of Greece, Asia Minor, and southern Italy and Sicily (Paga 112). The design of the Greek theaters is outstanding and magnificent, which makes it leave a telling depression of the landscape in both the modern and the ancient world. In Greece, theaters act as a representation of the old society of Greece; the structures in the theater give voice to both religious and cultural concerns.
Form: Space, Plan, and Design
Three unique structures identified with the theaters. The unique structures canonized by their abundant representation in the later Classical and Hellenistic periods. The first different part is the cavea, which is also known as koilon, which means hollow or theatron. In the theaters, the cavea was the seating area, and the girdle divides the seating area into horizontal sections termed as the diazomata. The seating area separated by wedges of seating and vertical access stairways termed as klimakes.  
The second distinct part of the Greek theaters is the circular orchestra, which is the performance area. The third distinct part is the skene or the scaenae frons used as a backdrop to dramatic as well as serving as an adaptable and generic façade for an interior space capable of representing everything from a palace to a cave (Paga 125). 
Two passageways positioned the cavea on the opposite sides and provided access to and from the orchestra. The passage also served as exits and entry for the actors or chorus for dramatic entrances and exits during the performance (Paga 201). Through the years, the three distinct parts have received a minimal modification, thus maintaining the original architecture and design of the theater.
Function: Use and Purpose
The primary role of a theatre is a venue for dramatic performance. The versatility of the form of the Greek theater within the basic tripartite scheme is possibly one of the reasons for its popularity and widespread replication (Paga 117). Due to its popularity, the Greek theaters hosted several dramatic performances in the ancient and modern centuries. Besides being an avenue for spectacular concerts, the theaters used for other purposes, such as for holding political meetings, holding general gatherings. They were also used as courts of law.
Economy, Geometry, and Multiplicity: Moving beyond Dramatic Performance
In recent studies, research on other significant measures shows that the Greeks contributed besides being a venue for hosting dramatic performances. The very fact that these theatrical areas were adaptable encourages a broader approach to their overall significance within Classical and Hellenistic Greek society (Paga 217). The structure of the theatres was accommodative, hence used to host other events. The theater could be rented or leased to individual groups, organizations, or the government. The theatres posed an income-generating possibility, and thus they contributed to the economy of the country.
The theatres also posed as income-generating venues in the repairs required in keeping the theater in the right conditions. The seats in the theater were made of timber; thus, there were requirements for an annual repair. The polis paid for the repair; therefore, the theater became an income-generating venue. Whereas if the polis paid for these repairs but then charged entrance fees, the theater again accumulated profits into the state treasury. Also, the dramatic festivals were an income-generating factor.
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