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Benchmark - Ethical Dilemmas (Abortion)
Different individuals are faced with various ethical dilemmas in their lives. Some of the ethical issues are minor, and others are major. The major ethical dilemmas are associated with significant consequences, whereas the minor ones are linked to fewer outcomes (Frohwirth & Moore, 2018). The way these individuals handle the different types of ethical dilemmas is depended on their worldview. In this case, a woman by the name Susan is faced with a dilemma where she has to decide either keeping or aborting a fetus, which has been confirmed to be having Down syndrome.
Ethical Dilemma
The case involves a woman who has to decide whether to abort or not a fetus who has been diagnosed with Down syndrome. She has been trying for many years to get pregnant, but unfortunately, the embryo has been diagnosed with Down syndrome. Kids with Down syndrome do not live a good life, and they also make the lives of those taking care of them to be full of challenges.  Besides, Susan seems to be looking forward to pursuing a successful career life as well as maintaining a healthy balance between her career and family.



Core Beliefs
One of the Christians worldviews concerning life is that "You should not murder" (Exodus 20:13). Thus, Christians do not support the termination of the life of a developing fetus. If Susan terminates the developing fetus, she would have sinned by committing murder. 
The other Christian worldview is that "For you formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother's womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in secret and skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book, they all there written, the days fashioned for me when as yet there were none of them" (Psalm 139:13-16). Thus, there is no need to terminate life because of the hardships that one might be or an unborn fetus is predicted to have because Lord, the creator of all things, knows and is the one who fashioned it this way.
Resolution
[bookmark: _GoBack]Following the above scriptures, the Christian worldview about abortion is that no one is allowed to terminate the life of a person. Susan seems to be interested in having a successful career and, at the same time, to maintain a healthy balance between her career and family. However, it has been proved that children born with Down syndrome live a life of suffering, and they also impact the lives of the caretaker (Richard, 2014, para 3) negatively. Thus, in this case, Susan will not be in a position to pursue her career success and also maintain a balanced work and family life. Richard, the professor of evolutionary biology, highlights the burdens of bringing up a child with Down syndrome but finally states that the choice of either keeping or aborting the fetus lies in the hands of Susan. That way, it will only depend on Susan whether to keep or abort the fetus.
Evaluation
Looking into the case, the professor of evolutionary biology, Richard, is honest with Susan about the burden that the child will bring in her life. If the fetus is kept, there is a possibility that Susan might not realize her career goals and will also not be in a position to lead a balanced family and work life. Besides, Richard emphasizes the lifelong suffering of both the child with Down syndrome and the caretaker who, in this case, is Susan.
The best thing about being honest with someone is that regardless of the choice that she will end up taking will not negatively impact the professor, Richard. Richard has done his part with honesty; now, it is up to Susan to decide either to keep or abort the fetus. If she aborts, she will not have a child whom she has been striving for long to have. On the other hand, if she decides to keep the fetus, she will fulfill her wish, but she will not be able to pursue her career successfully, and she will not be in a position to maintain a balance between family and work life.
Comparison
If Susan was an atheist, the ethical dilemma, in this case, might have been solved differently. Atheism does not follow a specific standard moral truth; thus, in such a case, Susan would decide to abort the fetus so that she could fulfill the fact that as a human being, she should increase happiness and decrease suffering in the world. 
On the other hand, if Susan were a Christian, she would not keep the fetus since Christians are not allowed to terminate a life. God forbids anyone from taking away life. According to the Bible in Psalms 139: 13-16, all people are wonderfully made by the creator, and their days on earth are initially fashioned by the creator. Thus, in this case, Susan does not have to worry about the kind of child that she is expecting and the lifelong suffering that both of them will endure since the creator fashioned the life that way. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, the ethical dilemma, in this case, is that of either keeping or aborting the fetus. Both decisions will be accompanied by consequences, and thus it will require one to be led by his or her beliefs. If Susan is a Christian and decides to abort, then she will wrestle with the guidelines that are spelled within the Bible. The Bible does not support any decision to end a life. Besides, if she is an Atheism, then she will be comfortable with the decision to terminate the life of the fetus to lead a happy life. By ending the life of the child, then she would have fulfilled the fact that as a human being, she should increase happiness and decrease suffering in the world. If Susan does not abort the fetus and she, for instance, is an atheist, then she will strive to lead a life that is against her beliefs. If she is a Christian, there will be no need for terminating the life of the fetus since the creator forbids it.
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