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Ethical Theories
Ethics involves a process that is both an art and a science, based on this notion ethical theories aim to define the principles of morality as well as the standards of right and wrong that differentiates the human character in terms of fairness, the benefit to society and obligations. Among the three ethical theories of utilitarianism, deontology, and virtue ethics, Utilitarianism is the most compelling because the theory is based on a person’s ability to predict the consequences of a particular course of action (Kara, 2017). Utilitarianism theory holds the view that a choice that yields the greatest benefit to a great number of people is the one that is considered to be ethically correct. Utilitarianism tends to encompass the aspects discussed in other theories because generally, it promotes doing good by other people and ethics deals with fairness and justice which are all considered under rule utilitarianism.
The theory that appears least compelling is the virtue ethical theory, which takes into account a person’s character when judging their actions instead of judging them by an action that deviates from what is considered their normal behavior (Newton, 2017). The main reason why this theory is not compelling is that human beings are dynamic creatures who change their behavior and character frequently. What this theory fails to take into account is the change in the moral character of a person, which may bring bias in what is considered ethically correct. The purpose of the three theories appears to be attempting to qualify some part of the decision making the foundation for making decisions that involve ethics. They seek to identify and represent the viewpoint through which different individuals seek guidance as they embark on making decisions on actions that are either right or wrong, both morally and ethically.
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