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Ethnography based on NYC ethnic groups
Part I - Context
Ethnography reefers to the scientific description of peoples and cultures with their customs, habits, and mutual differences. Hispanics and Latinos make up 28.3% of New York City's population. According to the American Community Survey, there were 2.49 million Hispanic or Latino Americans residing in New York City (Cuza, 2021).  The population keeps spreading across the five boroughs, with most of them located at the Bronx, where Hispanics are the majority group with over half of the population belonging to the group. The densest cluster, however, can be found in Queens, where the adjoining neighborhoods of Jackson Heights, Elmhurst, Corona, East Elmhurst and North Corona are home to a combined 207,000 Hispanics.
[image: https://s7d2.scene7.com/is/image/TWCNews/HHM%20Bobby%20Demographics%20PKG_20211_119423058_729]
The chart shows the distribution of communities in NYC according to Cuza, 2021.
	The Hispanic/Latino population is categorized with four groups namely Mexican, Cuban, Puerto Rican and Latino. Puerto Ricans account for 9.4% of the Hispanic population, followed by Mexicans, who represent 3.6% of the Hispanic population. The least number of Hispanics are the Cubans, representing only 0.5% of the population. However, the highest number of Hispanics are Latinos or simply other Hispanics, who represent a total of 14% of the Hispanic population (American Community Survey, 2020). The dramatic increase in education among Latino immigrants recently took place during a change in immigration patterns from Latin America and Spain. From 2010 to 2018, the number of new arrivals from Mexico - the largest source of migrants to the U.S. since the 1980s - declining as the number of immigrants has increased. As a result, those from Mexico account for 37% of new Latin immigrants aged 25 and over in 2018, down from 54% in 2010. In the meantime, the next three major groups all have larger shares in 2018 than in 2010: Cubans from 8% of all new Latino immigrants in 2010 to 13% in 2018), Dominicans (from 5% to 8%) and Venezuelans (from 2% to 8%) experienced significant increases (Luis, 2020).  Most of the Hispanics in New York City speak Spanish, and this is also the dominant language among immigrants (Budiman et. al., 2020). Language spoken usually affects education as the basic language or education in America is English.
[image: ]


	According to the Furman Center For Real Estate and Urban Policy ethnographic study, white-Hispanic neighborhoods have average higher household income, ownership and college degree rates, and lower poverty than their majority Hispanic counterparts. The study also found that the composition of the Hispanic population remained relatively constant over the years. In addition to this, the study came to a conclusion that the Hispanic population had the second worst average socioeconomic status in terms of poverty rates, income, the share of the population with a college degree, and homeownership rates. This was only after the mixed minority neighborhoods.
Part II - Methodology
	In this ethnographic study, participant observation was used together with semi-structured interviews and field notes to obtain information. Field notes included data from previous census and previous demographic reports of New York City. Local Hispanic families were also observed to find out what language they spoke and their different approaches to life in New York. Furthermore, interviews were conducted on some members of the Hispanic population to get to obtain sensitive information such as their income levels and political opinions.
	From the field notes, it was observed that Hispanics are fast becoming the majority ethnic group in New York City. They represent more than half of the city’s population, with them being distributed in all boroughs. Observation showed that most Hispanics speak Spanish, especially in their homes or when in family circles. They also tend to support businesses owned by their fellow Hispanics and have a sense of brotherhood. The interviews gave an in-depth understanding of the Hispanic community. Their rate of educational qualification is rapidly rising, with most families having degree holders. Most of them have their own small scale businesses, but others opt for formal employment. However, other Hispanics still do informal jobs, making them earn low incomes. Most Hispanics have been living in America for three or more decades, with most of them having obtained citizenship. The Hispanics tend to incline their political support to whoever will guarantee their economic well-being and one who will treat them as citizens and not as foreigners.
Part III - Critical Analysis & Research Outcomes
	From this study, I learnt that most Hispanics live in households that have three or more generations. The grandparents, or at least one of them, is housed under the same roof as their grandchildren and their parents. This is a deviation from most communities where only the nuclear family stays together. Hispanics are unique in their brotherhood. They celebrate their festivals together and support each other’s businesses. They also maintain their ethnic sources by speaking their native language, Spanish.
The group is unique for its organization Family, or "familia," refers to far more than simply mother and brother; it refers to a close bond that inculcates dignity, social etiquette, and tolerance in individuals. Fiestas are distinguished by festivity, yet many consider them to be the ideal way to involve oneself in Hispanic culture. The majority of Hispanics consider as Catholics, a religion that have practiced since that was established in Spain and carried to the New World, and consider religion to be an important element of their culture. The cuisine and tastes of Hispanic traditions, like those of other nationalities, are also something individuals are delighted to share with each other and utilize to bond with their own family lineage.
	This research was relevant as it showed how different people can live amongst each other and still maintain their uniqueness. It also made me understand how ethnic societies are structured and how different circumstances influence people’s decisions. Moreover, it encouraged positive interaction and a learning opportunity from a different community. Because our society, companies, and schools are more diverse in terms of social, religious, and ethnic backgrounds, historical diversity is essential. We may benefit from each other and if we then have a basic comprehension of one another. Knowing more of various other ethnic groups allows us to have a better understanding of the country we exist in today. It aids in the dismantling of unfavorable preconceptions including personal prejudices towards other communities.
Furthermore, I learned that ethnic variety assists us in recognizing and respecting "ways of being" which are not always our own. So that together we can develop networks of tolerance, regard, and compassion between ethnicities when we connect with each other.
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