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Exam 2:
Interpretation & Criticism – Marxism & the Frankfurt School

Instructions / Guidelines:

· Answer each question as best you can. 
· Short (1 – 2 sentence) answers will lose points. 
· There is no word limit for your answers, but you should answer each in enough words to make your answer clear (at least 4 – 5 sentences).
· Put everything in your own words. 
· If you are working in a group, DO NOT copy and paste each other’s answers. You will receive a zero.

Interpretation and Criticism and Psychology

1. What does Michel Foucault say about ‘representation’? Who are the most important subjects in a work of art? 

When Michel talks about representation, ideally, he touches on people’s representation in various institutions. For example in administrative bodies where power is exercised and maintained within the social body. The important subjects in the work of art ‘techniques of the self’ and the reflective and voluntary practices of men’. According to this practices, man focuses on bringing a change in his life to make it substantial and meet certain standards in the society.





2. What does Sigmund Freud mean by saying that “Day Dreaming is the continuation of play?” (Hint: See slide titled: Day Dreams and the Artists)

 He wanted to show the connection between the author and his work. He still relates creative work with games of children which are always continues. He goes on and suggest how a well written creative work is able to attract the feeling of the reader and create tensions. He then concludes by saying that reading a text shows authors motivation towards his writings.
Recent Systematic Theories 

3. For Tolstoy, should art have a purpose? Think about what he says “Great Art” should make us do. 

Yes art has a great purpose, according Tolstoy art has the potential to communicate ideas of morality, expressing of human experiences to the audience in such a way that they can share the same feelings. For example, moral values defines aesthetic values. The main objective of art it to provide enjoyments, pleasure or even to produce what is appealing to people. The other importance of art is that it belongs to all classes of people 



4. For John Dewey, why is relegating art to the museum a problem?   
  
Dewey seemed to have been affected greatly by the aspect of dualism. This could simply be the reason he was talking about separation but in a misleading dimension. He was also not interested with the interaction between the organism and the object at all, for example he had forgotten that man shares important things with animals.








5. State and explain the two conditions that Martin Heidegger thinks describe the   True Work of Art. (Hint: they should give us an implicit sense of what ______ and what ______.)


The first condition is that “first give to things they look” this means that they begin by assisting in the establishment community based on what things are and they offer. Second condition “to humanity their outlook on themselves” here they do participate in shaping a historical community’s implicit sense based on what matters in life, best kind of live, best actions the types of cultural values to be preserved.
Marxism and the Frankfurt School 

6. What role does Theodor Adorno think The Culture Industry plays in society? Explain what the difference is between a consumer and an interpreter. 

 The culture industry provides artifacts which have value to people and thus they can serve individuals need. They also bring aesthetic sense among people in the society. Through the cultural industry, important and valuable information was passed to the society through jazz, magazines, soap operas, radio and horoscope.
The difference between consumer and an interpreter is that; a consumer in this context will consume the cultural commodity such as clothes while an interpreter will be concerned with the interpretation of cultural theories in regard to economic and political notions. Examples of political notions may include commodification, critique of mass culture and reification.



The Ultimate Question

7. What has your experience been like in our class? Talk about what you’ve learned or did not learn, liked or did not like. Really, just tell me something you want me to know. I value your feedback and thoughts generally. 

I have really liked the interaction in the class, have learnt a lot for example about the great art, relationship between creative work and the author. More so I have come to understand that a writer can influence the feelings of his readers of his work. You are a great person particularly to me, our nation and the world and I pray you continue serving God by impacting knowledge to your students.
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